
OUR VISION
A progressive region creating opportunities for all

OUR MISSION
We are a council committed to continuous improvement, a sustainable 

future and efficient investment in our communities

OUR VALUES
Respect and Integrity

Accountability and Transparency
Providing Value

Commitment and Teamwork

OUR PRIORITIES
Strong, vibrant communities

Building and maintaining quality infrastructure
Supporting our local economy

Protecting our people and our environment
Leadership and governance

Our organisation 

Communities 
Standing Committee Meeting

Notice is hereby given pursuant to the provisions of the 
Local Government Regulation 2012, that the next 
Meeting of the Central Highlands Regional Council will 
be held in the Council Chambers, 65 Egerton Street, 
Emerald on

Tuesday, 10 October 2017
At 10.15 am

For the purpose of considering the items included on the Agenda.

Scott Mason
Chief Executive Officer 
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Commenced at 10.15am 
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MINUTES – COMMUNITIES STANDING COMMITTEE MEETING  
HELD AT 10.15AM TUESDAY 12 SEPTEMBER 2017 IN THE CENTRAL HIGHLANDS REGIONAL 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, EMERALD OFFICE 

 
PRESENT 
Councillors  
Councillors (Crs) K. Hayes (Mayor / Chair), G. Godwin-Smith (Deputy Mayor), M. Daniels, P. Bell AM 
 
Officers 
Chief Executive Officer S. Mason, General Manager Communities D. Fletcher, Minute Secretary B. Pusey  
 
Observers 
Councillor (Cr) C. Rolfe 
 
 
APOLOGIES 
Councillor (Cr) G. Nixon 
 
Resolution: 
Cr Goodwin-Smith moved and seconded by Cr Daniels “That an apology be granted for Cr Nixon for 
today’s Communities Standing Committee Meeting.” 
 
CSC 2017 / 09 / 12 / 001 Carried (4-0) 
 
 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
Leave of absence was previously granted to Cr Brimblecombe for this meeting. 
 
 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
Communities Standing Committee Meeting: 8 August 2017 
Resolution: 
Cr Goodwin-Smith moved and seconded by Cr Daniels “That the minutes of the previous Communities 
Standing Committee Meeting held on 8 August 2017 be confirmed.” 
 
CSC 2017 / 09 / 12 / 002 Carried (4-0) 
 
 
Business Arising Out Of Minutes 
Cr Goodwin-Smith requested an update on the loan to the Emerald Triathlon Club. It was advised that the 
loan was processed and sent to the Emerald Triathlon Club last week. Planning for the upcoming 2017-18 
Nissan State Series is well underway. 
 
 
Outstanding Meeting Actions 
Cr Daniels requested an update on the free wireless internet. It was advised that an update on council’s 
finalised position will be provided. Currently council are communicating with Southwest Wireless. The area 
locations on where the wireless internet will be provided include various locations including the Town Hall 
and McIndoe Park. 
 
 
Attendance 
Manager Community Development S. Poulter attended the meeting at 10.18am 
 
 
Conflict of Interest, Personal Gifts and Benefits 
Nil 
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Petitions  
Nil 
 

COMMUNITIES 

 
Community Planning Advisory Group (CPAG) 
Executive summary: 
At the Central Highlands Regional Council Strategy Meeting held on 25 July 2017, Councillors agreed to 
continue the Community Planning Advisory Group (CPAG), with a new Terms of Reference (TOR) to be 
created to support meetings. Councillors Bell, Daniels, Nixon and Brimblecombe nominated themselves to 
review the TOR with council officers for presentation to council once complete. Attached to this report is the 
revised TOR for review and endorsement. 
 
Resolution: 
Cr Daniels moved and seconded by Cr Bell “That Central Highlands Regional Council endorse the 
proposed Community Planning Advisory Group Terms of Reference to establish a revised framework and 
governance for the Community Reference Group meetings.” 
 
CSC 2017 / 09 / 12 / 003 Carried (4-0) 
 
 
All Abilities Queensland – State Disability Plan 2017 - 2020 
Executive summary: 
This report provides information in relation to the Queensland Government's new state disability plan. The 
plan has been developed to identify positive strategic outcomes for people with disability across the state, 
and the broader community. The plan identifies actions to be taken by the Queensland Government, with 
individual plans to be developed by each department which may then require partnership with third parties, 
including local government. This report discusses the five priorities of this plan, and outlines Council's 
existing measures in relation to these priorities. 
 
Resolution: 
Cr Bell moved and seconded by Cr Goodwin-Smith “That the Central Highlands Regional Council write to 
the Local Government Association of Queensland to encourage partnerships and funding opportunities with 
the Queensland Government Department of Disability Services and local governments for the 
implementation and successful delivery of the State Disability Strategy.” 
 
CSC 2017 / 09 / 12 / 004 Carried (4-0) 
 
Cr Bell encouraged Council to consider the necessary investment profile to provide adequate all abilities 
equipment and to prioritise investment decisions in accordance with need and park hierarchy. Additionally, 
Cr Bell asked how we are presently influencing our purchasing for all abilities participation including 
equipment for parks. 
 
 
Attendance 
Manager Community Development S. Poulter left the meeting at 10.42am 
Acting Principal Planner Strategic Land Use J. Webster attended the meeting at 10.42am 
 
 
Provisioning rates for recreation and sports parks 
Executive summary: 
A review of Council's Open Space and Recreation Plan commenced last financial year. Through the review 
process the Council has set aspirations for parks in our region which advance higher order corporate 
planning. The project has continued in line with the project stages which was first presented through this 
committee. We are nearing the stage of having a complete draft to further engage with the Central 
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Highlands community. Today we are seeking to work through provisioning rates for non-specialised sports 
parks. A further session will be held to work through provisioning rates for recreation parks. 
 
Resolution: 
Cr Goodwin-Smith moved and seconded by Cr Daniels “That Central Highlands Regional Council – adopt a 
provisioning rate for non-specialised sports parks of 2.3 hectares per 1000 persons. 
 
And further; 
 
That Central Highlands Regional Council – adopt a breakdown of this provision rate as: 
1. Local sports parks 0.8 hectares per 1000 persons 
2. District sports parks 1 hectare per 1000 persons 
3. Regional sports parks 0.5 hectares per 1000 persons.” 
 
CSC 2017 / 09 / 12 / 005 Carried (4-0) 
 
 
Update on the Liveability Strategy 
 
Executive summary: 
The preparation of a Liveability Strategy has been carried forward into the 17/18 Operational Plan. Further 
to the workshop which was held in April 2017 the Development and Planning team has had to give priority 
to prioritise Council projects. It is expected that the Liveability Strategy will be completed in the second 
quarter of the 17/18 year and this report is to provide an update on work remaining and an overview of the 
findings for the community engagement which occurred earlier this year.  
 
Considered by Council. 
 
 
Attendance 
Acting Principal Planner Strategic Land Use J. Webster left the meeting at 11.06am 
 
 
Communities – Department Update 
 
Executive summary: 
The purpose of the Communities Department report is to provide a brief overview for the Communities 
Standing Committee on operational projects and matters that are linked to the operational and corporate 
plan or important matters requiring follow-up to the Committee. 
 
Considered by Council. 
 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 
Project update: Review of Central Highlands Marketing Plan 2015 
 
Executive summary: 
This report provides an update on the review of the Central Highlands Marketing Plan 2015 project. 
 
Considered by Council. 
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CLOSED SESSION 
 
Into Closed Session 
 
Resolution: 
Cr Goodwin-Smith moved and seconded by Cr Daniels “That Council close its meeting to the public in 
accordance with Section 275 (1) (h) of the Local Government Regulation 2012 and that only Council staff 
involved in the closed discussions remain in the room.”  
 

2017 / 09 / 12 /  006 Carried (4-0) 
 
Attendance 
Councillor C. Rolfe left the meeting at 11.28am 
Manager Community Development attended the meeting at 11.28am 
Community Planner A. Burton attended the meeting at 11.28am 
 
Out of Closed Session 
 
Resolution: 
Cr Goodwin-Smith moved and seconded by Cr Daniels “That the meeting now be re-opened to the public.”  
 

2017 / 09 / 12 /  007 Carried (4-0) 
 
The meeting was opened at 11.39am  
 
 
Attendance 
Councillor C. Rolfe attended the meeting at 11.39am 
Councillor A. McIndoe attended the meeting at 11.39am 
 
 
CHRC Community Grants Program – Assessment Panel Selection  
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
The role of the Community Grants Assessment Panel is to assess Community Grants applications. The 
panel consists of two or three Councillors, one staff member and up to four community members, with the 
community members serving a maximum period of two years. 
Nominations for community member representation were advertised and closed on 11 August 2017. Five 
nominations were received for the Communities Standing Committee to review and select up to four for 
endorsement as the new community panel members. 
 
Resolution: 
Cr Godwin-Smith moved and seconded by Cr Daniels “That Central Highlands Regional Council select all 
five applications submitted to sit on the Central Highlands Regional Council Community Grants Program 
Assessment Panel. 
 
And further; 
 
To adjust the Central Highlands Regional Council Communities Grants Program Assessment Panel 
membership to reflect this change.” 
 
2017 / 09 / 12 /  008 Carried (4-0) 
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GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
Nil 
 

CLOSURE OF MEETING 
 
There being no further business, the Chair closed the meeting at 11.39am. 
 
CONFIRMED 
 
 
 
 
CHAIR 
 
 
 
 
DATE 
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5 BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF MINUTES

6 REVIEW OF OUTSTANDING MEETING ACTIONS

7 MATERIAL PERSONAL INTEREST, CONFLICT OF INTEREST, PERSONAL 
GIFTS AND BENEFITS

8 PETITION
8.1 To be tabled (if any)
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10 COMMUNITIES

10.1 Family Riding Park Initiative (approx. 10 minutes)

DECISION ACTION REPORT

Author: Mark Giebel, Manager Parks and Recreation

Authorising Officer:  Daniel Fletcher, General Manager Communities 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

This report considers support for the use of a parcel of Council land for temporary use as a family riding 
park for motorbike enthusiasts. This parcel is considered appropriate in terms of location however there are 
several factors that could impact the suitability of the site. Some of these key issues are access off the 
state highway, crossing the rail corridor, identification of protected vegetation and planning considerations. 

The progression of this proposal will be dependent on the support of sufficient community members having 
the common goal of progressing this initiative.

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION

That Central Highlands Regional Council support the use of Council land described as 13DSN800086 and 
located approximately 13 km west of Emerald on a temporary basis as a family riding park for motorbike 
enthusiasts subject to an incorporated  community group being established to gain all relevant approvals 
for this activity.

REPORT:

The activity of off-road motorbike riding creates challenges that all tiers of government and regulatory 
authorities have struggled with. Unfortunately, there is no one simple fix. The added complication is that 
this activity is classified as a high risk activity. This increases the exposure risk with the operating of any 
area that supports this activity.

On the other side of this activity, is the annoyance factor on nearby neighbours that can be created by 
motorbikes. These include, but are not limited to, noise, safety, disturbance of the environment, breaking 
down of fences, illegal access and inappropriate behaviour.

A possible solution is to establish an area, with the appropriate controls in place, where riders can go to 
enjoy this pastime. Finding a suitable parcel that meets the majority of needs is difficult. There has been a 
small group of key stakeholders considering options for some time. This group consists of Council 
representatives, Queensland Police Services and a small number of community members. Previously, an 
approach was made to the Emerald Agricultural College. This was not successful.

There is a need for a parcel to be far enough from Emerald so that riders are discouraged from illegally 
travelling to the site. However, it should not be too far removed from the essential services and to make 
access too far removed.

This group has now identified the site owned by the Central Highlands Regional Council, described as 
13DSN800086, on the Capricorn Highway, approximately 13 km West of Emerald, previously identified as 
a potential meatworks site. This parcel is approximately 98 hectares. It is predominantly surrounded by 
State Forest. There is a freehold parcel that adjoins it to the east. Across the highway to the north west, the 
state forest continues. However, two large freehold parcels front the highway to the north east.

Several key aspects are discussed below.
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Proximity to Neighbours: 
There is a significant distance to where all neighbouring residences are currently located. The closest 
appears to be across the highway and would be approximately 640 metres (direct line) to the highway. 

Frontage to the State Highway: 
Having direct frontage to the highway would be most likely to require some access treatments on the 
highway. This treatment would depend on anticipated numbers of vehicles. At this stage, there has been no 
formal discussion to determine this requirement. Informal discussions suggest that the access requirements 
may cost between $300,000 and $1.2 million dependent on projected numbers using the site. 

Railway Crossing:
The western rail corridor must also be crossed to access this parcel of land. Again, no discussion has taken 
place on requirements to cross the rail line.

Protected Vegetation: 
There is a section of vegetation that has been identified. Further works would be required to consider any 
vegetation concerns.

Site Development:
Currently, no infrastructure exists on site. There are no buildings or services existing. One small dam has 
been created. The parcel is fenced and there are fire breaks around the perimeter.

User Group: 
The working group considering this activity would not be the designated user group. If enough interest 
existed in the community, a group of members would need to be established with the appropriate 
constitution, and governance matters addressed, to progress this activity.

Use of this Site: 
At this stage, there has been no long term use for this site identified. The establishment for the purpose as 
a family riding park for motorbikes is seen as a temporary use only. Future planning may identify a longer 
term use for the site.

Planning Implications:
No formal discussion has taken place to determine the likely planning requirements as a temporary facility 
for this purpose. 

The outcome required from this report, is for Council to consider whether support would be provided for the 
short term use of this parcel of land as a family riding park for motorbike enthusiasts. If Council agreed to 
support this initiative, the interest for a User Group and member base would need considered. This group 
would then need to proactively progress the establishment of this facility. The existing working group would 
only play a supporting role to the new group. Any proposed development would need to go through the 
approval processes and grant funding would be required to achieve establishment.  

CONSIDERATIONS / IMPLICATIONS:

Risk Rating                    
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Risk: 
The proposed activity is a high risk activity. A user group of interested community members would 
need to establish the appropriate incorporated body with relevant governance issues attended to in 
order to develop a user agreement. This initial request is for Council to consider supporting the 
short term use for this parcel for this purpose of motorbike riding as a leisure activity.

Corporate/Operational Plan Reference: 
1. Strong Vibrant Communities; 
1.1.1 - Provide and maintain accessible community services and facilities that meet the needs of our 
diverse communities.
1.3.2 - Lead and influence community participation in healthy and active lifestyles.

Financial: 
The only current funding approved is $30,000 in the 2017/18 Capital budget to allow for preliminary 
planning for this project. There has been no further allocation identified as it is seen as a project in 
its infancy. Any further Council assistance requested would require budget approval. 

Statutory/Policy/Delegations:
As described in the body of the report, there are many considerations that will require extensive 
consultation will relevant identified stakeholders. Council is only committing to support the 
temporary use of the site for the purpose. The onus for the approvals for the establishment of the 
facility would fall to the user group. Council would only provide a supporting role.
  
Communication/Engagement:
Council would only provide a supporting role. The user group would be the driving body and would 
need to develop relevant support from the community. 

ATTACHMENTS:
Nil

– END OF REPORT – 
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10.2 Communitiy Grants (approx. 5-10 minutes)

DECISION ACTION REPORT

Author: Suzanne Poulter, Manager Community Development

Authorising Officer: Daniel Fletcher, General Manager Communities 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

Central Highlands Regional Council Community Grants Program provides financial assistance to local 
community groups and organisations that make positive contributions to the quality of life in the Central 
Highlands.  Each year there are two rounds, February and August.  Applications for the second round of 
2017 closed on 31 August 2017.  There were 33 applications received that were evaluated by the 
Community Grants Assessment Panel on 18 September 2017.

This report puts forward the Community Grant Assessment Panel’s recommendation for council to endorse 
20 of the 33 applications received, to the total value of $82,916.67. 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION

That Central Highlands Regional Council endorse the Community Grants Program Assessment Panel 
recommendation that the 20 applications listed below are deemed successful for Round 2, 2017.  

Community Grants Program, Round 2, 2017

Organisation Project Grant 
Category 

GST 
Registered Grant GST Total 

Bauhinia State 
School Parents and 
Citizens’ Association

Bauhinia sports oval 
upgrade Community No $5,000.00 NA $5,000.00

Capella Pioneer 
Village

Replacement of 
termite eaten out 
wall of the hospitality 
pavilion

Community Yes $5,000.00 $500.00 $5,500.00

Capella State School 
Parents and 
Citizens’ Association

Purchase 3 
Marquees Community No $4,376.52 NA $4,376.52

Central Highlands 
Science Centre Inc

Tech savvy kids 
Central Queensland Community No $5,000.00 NA $5,000.00

Central Highlands 
Triathlon Club Event equipment Sport and 

Recreational No $4,860.00 NA $4,860.00

Comet State School 
P&C

Purchase 2 chest 
freezers Community No $1,058.00 NA $1,058.00

Emerald Brothers 
Cricket Club Inc Cricket pitch roller Sport and 

Recreational No $4,059.00 NA $4,059.00

Emerald Crime 
Stoppers Area 
Committee

New tent Community Yes $1,062.00 $106.20 $1,168.20

Emerald Jockey 
Club Inc Concrete pathways Community Yes $5,000.00 $500.00 $5,500.00

Emerald North State 
School Parents and 
Citizens’ Association

Concrete 
pads/handball courts Community No $5,000.00 NA $5,000.00

Emerald 
Photographic Club 
Inc

Gems of the 
Outback – 
Photographic 
Society of 
Queensland 
Conference 2018

Community No $5,000.00 NA $5,000.00
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Gindie State School 
Parents and 
Citizens’ Association

Rejuvenated 
playground Community No $5,000.00 NA $5,000.00

Maraboon Power 
Boat and Ski Club 
Inc

Education and 
training

Sport and 
Recreational No $5,000.00 NA $5,000.00

Queensland Country 
Women’s 
Association Emerald

Purchase of new 
chairs Community No $2,469.39 NA $2,469.39

Retreat Creek 
Campdraft 
Association Inc

Resurfacing 
campdraft arena at 
Roy Day Park, 
Sapphire

Community No $3,740.00 NA $3,740.00

Rotary Club of 
Emerald Sunrise

Security mesh 
screens Community No $4,664.99 NA $4,664.99

Springsure 
Gymnastics and 
Cheerleading 
Club Inc

Purchase equipment 
for  skill 
development and 
safety 

Sport and 
Recreational No $2,921.90 NA $2,921.90

Springsure Pastoral 
and Agricultural 
Society Inc

Upgrade of poultry 
pavilion Community No $5,000.00 NA $5,000.00

St Vincent de Paul 
Society Queensland 
(Capella)

Paving the way at 
Vinnies Capella Community Yes $5,000.00 $500.00 $5,500.00

Yumba Bimbi 
Support Services Purchase blinds Community Yes $3704.87 $370.49 $4,075.36

Total Community Grants Program 2, 2017 is $82,916.67.

REPORT:

Central Highlands Regional Council Community Grants Program provides financial assistance to local 
community groups and organisations that make positive contributions to the quality of life in the Central 
Highlands.  

The grants program provides clubs and associations opportunity to apply for grants to a maximum value of 
$5,000.  There are two application categories:

 Community Assistance and
 Sport and Recreational Assistance

The overall purpose of these grants is to assist in building and strengthening communities, increase sharing 
and participation, and general wellbeing.  

The grant’s goals are to: 
 Develop the capacity and sustainability of organisations or support innovative programs to meet the 

needs of members and the community and 
 Support the acquisition or upgrading of facilities and equipment (excluding personal-use items).  

Expressions of interest for the grants program are advertised twice a year to support the two application 
rounds scheduled for February and August.  This financial year Council has budgeted $166,500 for this 
program.

Applications for the second round of 2017 closed on 31 August 2017.  There were 33 applications received 
that were evaluated by the Community Grants Assessment Panel on 18 September 2017. The Community 
Grants Assessment Panel members include Lyndal Spackman, Lane Buffington and Barbara Beazley as 
community members, along with Council representatives Cr Gail Godwin-Smith, Cr Gail Nixon and Karen 
Newman as a council staff member.
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This report puts forward the Community Grant Assessment Panel’s recommendation for council to endorse 
20 of the 33 applications received, to the total value of $82,916.67. 

Funds will only be dispersed to successful applicants after evidence of their projects’ completion and total 
costs are supplied to Council. 

CONSIDERATIONS / IMPLICATIONS:

Risk Rating  

                                  
Risk: 
Risk includes the following conditions of offer for successful applications.

Conditions of Offer:
1. Expend funds within six (6) months of approval (date appearing on this letter).  
2. Complete the ‘Community Grants Acquittal Form’ including project summary, copies of receipts 

and any support material required within six (6) months of approval.
3. If the organisation has funds that are not fully expended by the end of the six (6) months and 

these funds are still required, the organisation must provide Council with a written request for an 
extension, of no more than six (6) months, providing a valid reason why the project has not 
been completed and an overview of works currently completed, to retain the funds.

4. Approved funds will be dispersed after evidence of the project’s completion and total cost has 
been supplied through the acquittal process.

5. Acknowledge Council’s contribution in any publications or publicity materials associated with the 
funded activities.

6. Contact the Community Development Unit if there is any change to the project / program / event 
for which funds were granted.

Corporate/Operational Plan Reference: 
1. Strong Vibrant Communities; 
1.3 - Corporate Plan Strategy: Active and inclusive communities.
Council has made a commitment in the CHRC Corporate Plan 2017 – 2022 to facilitate 
opportunities for learning, social activities, community events, grants and funding programs.

Financial: The current year budget provides $166,500 for Community Grants.   This report 
recommends expenditure within budget of $82, 916.67.

Statutory/Policy/Delegations:
The successful grant applications must be eligible to receive a Community Grant according the 
Community Grants Program Guidelines.

Communication/Engagement:
Promotion from 28 July 2017 in CQ News, CHRC Facebook, CHRC offices and libraries, community 
newsletters and school newsletters.

ATTACHMENTS:
Nil

– END OF REPORT – 
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10.3 Update on the completion of the quarries inspection program (approx. 10 minutes)

INFORMATION REPORT

Author: Debra Manendis, Compliance Officer and;
Kirstin Byrne, Manager Planning and Environment

Authorising Officer: Daniel Fletcher, General Manager Communities 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

Inspection of all quarries within the Central Highlands Region was performed as a directive of Department 
of Agriculture and Fisheries (DAF). Originally, the inspection program was aimed at quarries owned and 
operated by Council, however this was extended to include all private quarries throughout the region. 

REPORT:

Thirty nine (39) quarries were identified originally throughout the region with another twelve to be 
confirmed.  The twelve unconfirmed quarries were identified through database comparison between Central 
Highlands Regional Council (CHRC), the Department Natural Resources and Mines (DNRM) and the 
Department of Environment and Heritage Protection (DEHP).   Perusal of the three registers highlighted 
anomalies between the spreadsheet information which have now been consolidated. Those of CHRC were 
based on development approvals, DEHP listed the Environmental Permits and the DNRM register 
contained a combination of the Environmental Authorities, old permits and Council records.  

Systematic inspections were undertaken by dividing the Region into 5 sectors

 Area 1:  Central – Emerald;
 Area 2: North – Capella; 
 Area 3: South – Springsure/Rolleston;
 Area 4: Gemfields; and  
 Area 5: Blackwater. 

Inspections were conducted by Debra Manendis, Compliance Officer, and assisted by Brendan Fuller, 
Development Engineer. Some quarries, namely sandpits, are outstanding due to the remoteness of the 
actual site and long term non- usage of the site due to the economic downturn. Arrangements have been 
made for the five of these sandpits to be inspected at a later date when the site managers are in Emerald.  

Disused pits:
For those operators who had pits that were not operational, all permit fees had been kept up to date should 
additional work become available. By maintaining the validity of the permit, it eliminates the need to apply 
for a new Environmental Authority or Development Permit in the future once the pit became operational 
again. 

State Government Agencies 
Whilst all State Government Agencies were cooperative during the preliminary stages in identifying the 
number and location of the quarries, no assistance by way of officers was available to undertake the 
inspection program. However, throughout the inspection program, they were available to answer enquiries 
and provide additional information when requested.

Operator Co-operation 
Prior to entering any quarry or property permission was sought from the operator of the site.  In many 
instances, these were owner/operators while other larger quarries had designated site managers.  In all 
cases, once contact was made they were willing to assist and arranged mutually convenient site 
appointments. The only delays which occurred throughout the inspection program were related to 
scheduling these appointments with the operator and these were considered unavoidable and low risk.
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On site co-operation was found to be exceptional with all operators from the larger quarries to the smaller 
sandpits willing to answer questions and allow photographs to be taken.  All photographs will be 
documented in file notes and registered in Councils record management system. All documentation relating 
to development approvals, State Agency conditions and locational photographs printed out from the GIS 
system are to be placed in an archive box for future reference. 

Privately operated Quarries  
There are currently 39 privately operated quarries throughout the Central Highlands Region. Any changes 
from the original spreadsheet sheet have been tracked on noted on a separate page for reference.  This is 
one more than identified initially however, the total number of quarries now operating does not reflect the 
30 changes found in the original quarries. 
These changes included 

 cessation of company trading or pit operation;
 company name changes;
 additional quarries found from State Agency databases;
 Reconfiguration of a Lot; and 
 Changes to the Environmental Permit or Allocation Number.

The predominant change found was the continuation of payments for annual licence fee. Despite the 
change in economic conditions operators are continuing to pay for the Environmental Permit rather than 
surrender the permit. 

Status of compliance
During inspections, building and plumbing works were also noted with only two quarries identified as having 
illegal building and plumbing works.  Inspections of the illegal works were conducted by the building and 
plumbing officers and appropriate action taken.  While 100% compliance was achieved in respect of 
development conditions of the quarries inspected, this was reduced when buildings and plumbing non-
compliances were included.

CONCLUSION 

The quarries inspection program was finalised on 25 August 2017. Overall, the enforcement program 
provided for the building of a good working relationship between Council and quarry operators.  All 
operators from large companies to small business owners were co-operative and understanding and willing 
to assist in the upgrade of information.  The level of compliance was excellent and direct communication 
between Council and the operators will allow for a future continuation of this inspection program in future 
years.

ATTACHMENTS:

Nil

– END OF REPORT – 
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10.4 CHRC Ranger Services Team Factsheets (approx. 5 minutes)

INFORMATION REPORT

Author: Kirstin Byrne, Manager Planning and Environment

Authorising Officer: Daniel Fletcher, General Manager Communities 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

Council’s Ranger Services Team in collaboration with the Corporate Communications team have been 
working together to develop a suite of factsheets to better inform and educate the community on the 
services of our Ranger Services Team.

This is an information report to promote the work that has been achieved to date and will continue to be 
achieved through collaboration at Council.

REPORT:

Historically, the Central Highlands Regional Council has relied heavily on information factsheets from a 
range of sources such as the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries, Toolbox – Council Knowledge 
Network and the Department of Environmental Heritage and Protection and not had our own branded 
factsheets with imagery. 

This had not been an issue for the team as the messaging on certain topics is always consistent, however it 
presented a timely opportunity for the Council to develop their own suite of factsheets. These factsheets will 
be made available on Council’s website, at our customer service centres and will be part of our displays for 
events such as AgGrow to better educate the community.

 Abandoned vehicles
 Animal permits
 1080 Baiting 
 Barking Dogs;
 Effective control
 Minimum standards
 Overgrown allotments;
 Pet Ownership;
 Prohibited Pets; and
 Regulated dogs.

 Further factsheets are being developed to complete the set including:
 Stock route control;
 Pest management – weed control;
 Pest management – cats and dogs; and
 Flying foxes and health including dispersal.

ATTACHMENTS:

1. FS Abandoned Vehicles [10.4.1]
2. FS Animal permits [10.4.2]
3. FS Barking Dogs [10.4.3]
4. FS Baiting [10.4.4]
5. FS Minimum Standards [10.4.5]
6. FS Effective Control [10.4.6]
7. FS Pet Ownership [10.4.7]
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8. FS Overgrowns [10.4.8]
9. FS Regulated Dogs [10.4.9]

10. FS Prohibited Pets [10.4.10]
11. FS Stock routes [10.4.11]

– END OF REPORT – 



Fact Sheet
Abandoned vehicles

 Central Highlands 
Regional Council

Abandoned vehicles or goods
When an unregistered vehicle or goods 

are left on a road reserve, common, or 

other council controlled land they are 

considered to be abandoned goods. 

Under section 36 of Central Highlands 

Regional Council’s Local Law No. 1 

(Administration) 2012, an authorised 

person may seize and impound goods 

if the person reasonably believes the 

goods have been abandoned. 

Under section 100 of the Transport 

Operations (Road Use Management) Act 

1995, council rangers may remove things 

from roads, where the Chief Executive 

Officer considers that they have been 

abandoned, left unattended, or found 

where their presence is hazardous or in 

contravention of the Transport Operations 

(Road Use Management) Act 1995.

Process to remove
Council rangers may affix a notice to the 

abandoned vehicle or goods advising 

of the intention to impound the goods. 

A timeframe will be provided on the 

notice for compliance, i.e. removal of the 

vehicle or goods. 

Failure to comply with the notice will 

result in council towing / removing the 

vehicle or goods on or after the specified 

date. 

Reclaiming your vehicle
Abandoned vehicles and goods are held 

for 30 days and the rights to ownership 

are then forfeited to council and may 

be sold or disposed of as deemed 

appropriate through the relevant 

legislation. 

If your vehicle or goods have been 

impounded by council and it has not 

been more than 30 days you may 

reclaim your property by undertaking the 

following: 

1. Contact council and identify yourself 

as the owner of the vehicle or goods 

(Please note proof of ownership will 

be required).

2. Pay the relevant fees – 

• a. Impound Fee – Actual cost or 

min $795.00

• b. Administration Fee - $100.00

3. Arrange to collect your vehicle 

or goods from council’s impound 

facility. 

65 Egerton Street, Emerald   
P: 1300 242 686  E: enquiries@chrc.qld.gov.au

centralhighlands.qld.gov.au
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Fact Sheet
Animal Permits

 Central Highlands 
Regional Council

Under council’s local laws, the keeping 
of some animals inside designated urban 
areas requires approval. The urban areas 
are defined in the Central Highlands 
Regional Council’s Local Law No. 2 
(Animal Management) 2012. 

A full list of animals which are prohibited 
in the urban area and others which 
require approval for keeping can be 
found in schedules 1 and 2 of the 
Central Highlands Regional Council’s 
Subordinate Local Law No. 2 (Animal 
Management) 2012.

Animals which require approval include 
more than two dogs over 12 weeks of 
age or livestock in an urban area. 

What should I do if I have 
these animals?
In order to obtain approval from council 
you will be required to complete the 
relevant application form for the permit 
you seek, these include:

• Multiple Animal (Domestic Cat & 
Dog) Permit 

PERMITS
• Livestock (In a Designated Urban 

Area) Permit 

• Birds / Fowl (In a Designated Urban 

Area) Permit 

• Multiple Animal (Breeder Show) 

Permit 

• Greyhound Approval

In order to complete your application 

you will be required to provide 

supporting documentation including 

photographs. You are also requested 

to obtain neighbours consent for you 

holding the permit. Please note this 

consent is not mandatory but without 

it you may be required to comply with 

additional keeping conditions. 

If you believe your neighbour 

is keeping an animal in 

contravention of the council’s 

local laws you may make a 

complaint to council’s Ranger 

Services team. Ranger Services 

will investigate your complaint, 

and if it is found to be justified 

may require the permit holder 

to comply with conditions as per 

the Local Laws, or may revoke 

a permit if compliance is not 

achieved.

COMPLAINTS

65 Egerton Street, Emerald 
P: 1300 242 686 E: enquiries@chrc.qld.gov.au

centralhighlands.qld.gov.au
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Fact Sheet
Keeping your dog under 
effective control

 Central Highlands 
Regional Council

Problem barking can create unpleasant 
neighbourhood disputes. The 
intermittent and piercing nature of a 
dog’s bark can be very disruptive for 
close neighbours.  If you experience 
unwanted noise such as excessive 
barking there are a number of things 
you can do.

What can I do about a barking 
dog?
Communicate with your neighbour

The first measure is to try and resolve 
the problem amicably with the dog 
owner. Often, they may not be aware that 
their pet is causing a barking problem.

If you are unable to speak to your 
neighbour face-to-face you could try 
placing a note in their letterbox to alert 
them to your concerns.

For example:

Dear Neighbour,

You may not be aware that your dog 
begins to bark after you leave for work in 
the morning.

This barking continues frequently 
throughout the day whenever someone 
walks past your house or I go into my 
backyard. This is becoming a concern for 
me as I am at home most days and the 
barking is quite loud. 

I am happy to discuss this further – you 
can call me on XXXX XXXX or I’m just next 
door at number XX. 

Kind Regards,

Your Name.

Contact Council

If the barking problem continues 
after you have informed your 
neighbour of your concerns, or you 
feel uncomfortable approaching your 
neighbour you can contact council for 
further assistance in resolving the issue.

Complaints about barking dogs are 
investigated by council’s Ranger 
Services team. These investigations 
can be long and complex and residents 
affected should not expect the problem 
to be resolved quickly, especially if it has 
been an ongoing issue. 

Please note, you may be required 
to complete a Statutory Declaration 
Barking Dog Diary to assist Ranger 
Services in their investigation. 
Additionally, if the matter is brought 
before a magistrate, you may be 
required to present as a witness.

Council will attempt to work with the dog 
owner to resolve the noise probelm as 
soon as possible.

65 Egerton Street, Emerald 
P: 1300 242 686 E: enquiries@chrc.qld.gov.au

centralhighlands.qld.gov.au

What will council do about a 
persistent barking dog?
Nuisance barking complaints are 
investigated under Local Law No. 2 
(Animal Management) 2012. Officers will 
work with the dog owner and affected 
residents to achieve a resolution, as 
quickly as possible.

In the first instance, the dog owner will 
be informed of the noise complaint and 
offered advice on possible solutions. 
They will be given time to implement 
strategies to resolve the problem. 
Council has a number of educational 
tools to assist dog owners with this 
process.

If the situation doesn’t improve, 
according to the complainant, after 
approximately 14 days officers may 
commence a wider investigation, 
interviewing other neighbours. This 
process will establish if a noise problem 
exists and to what extent.

Once officers have completed their 
enquiries, they will inform the dog owner 
and complainant of the outcome.  If 
a problem exists the dog owner may 
receive an on-the-spot fine and further 
action may be taken if the problem 
persists.

Timeframes in this process are a  guideline 
only and individual cases may vary.
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Fact Sheet
Increasing your baiting 
effectiveness

 Central Highlands 
Regional Council

BAIT PLACEMENT
It is necessary to identify areas of wild 
dog activity on your property as these 
are important for bait placement.

The areas the activity can be found 
include:

• along creeks and drainage lines

• on the edge of scrub

• along fencelines and roads

• around watering points

• where there are large numbers of 
prey such as possums, wallabies or 
rodents

PROTECTION 
To ensure baits aren’t taken by nontarget 
species, consider the following for 
ground baiting.

• Burying baits or hiding under leaf 
litter or logs.

• Baiting in the late afternoon.

• Using a scent trail when baiting.

• Using the prevailing night time wind 

direction for directing the smell.

• Using lures you would use whilst 

trapping to attract wild dogs.

• Integrating other forms of control 

such as guardian animals, trapping 

or predator fencing.

1080 Service
A 1080 baiting service is available all 

year round, however the optimum time 

for a coordinated baiting program is in 

Autumn and Spring.

Further information is available by 

contacting the Central Highlands 

Regional Council on 1300 242 686 or 

Biosecurity Queensland on 13 25 23 or 

visit the website biosecurity.qld.gov.au

The Central Highlands Regional 

Council will not provide a 

baiting service to a single 

property – there must be 3 or 

more properties involved.

Coordinating with your 

neighbours means a more 

effective baiting program.

Coordinate with your 
Neighbours

65 Egerton Street, Emerald 
P: 1300 242 686 E: enquiries@chrc.qld.gov.au

centralhighlands.qld.gov.au
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Fact Sheet
Minimum Standards for 
Keeping Pets

 Central Highlands 
Regional Council

Any person who keeps an animal in the 
Central Highlands region is required 
to comply with minimum standards to 
keep that animal. There are general 
standards which apply to all animals 
and additional standards which apply to 
particular animals. 

For standards which apply to particular 
animals please refer to schedule 5 of 
the Central Highlands Regional Council’s 
Subordinate Local Law No. 2 (Animal 
Management) 2012.

The general standards are as follows 
and are found in schedule 4 of council’s 
Subordinate Local Law No. 2 (Animal 
Management) 2012: 

The owner and responsible person for an 
animal must comply with the following 
minimum standards— 

(a) Ensure that the fencing is of a 
standard and maintained to keep the 
animal on the persons property and 
prevent it from escaping and wandering.

(b) Ensure that waste waters from 
enclosures are drained in a nuisance 
free manner and that run-off is kept off 
adjoining land or as otherwise directed 
by an authorised person.

Minimum Standards
(c) Ensure that excreta, food scraps, 
and other material that is, or is likely 
to become, offensive is collected 
at least once in each day and, if not 
immediately disposed of, is kept in a fly 
proof container of a kind approved by an 
authorised person.

(d) Ensure that any enclosure in which 
the animal is kept is kept in a clean and 
sanitary condition and free from dust 
and odour. 

(e) Ensure that any enclosure in which 
the animal is kept is properly maintained 
in an aesthetically acceptable condition.

(f) Take all reasonable steps to prevent 
the animals from making a noise or 
disturbance that causes a nuisance or 
disturbance to the occupiers of other 
land or premises.

(g) Ensure that the area available to 
the animal kept on the premises is 
appropriately sized so that the animal 
can be effectively and comfortably kept.

(h) Any animal food is stored in an 
impervious fly proof and vermin proof 
receptacle or in an impervious fly proof 
and vermin proof storeroom facility and 
the receptacle or storeroom facility, as 

the case may be, is maintained to the 

satisfaction of an authorised person.

(i) Ensure that all animals kept on the 

premises are provided with and have 

access to adequate shelter, drinking 

water and appropriate food.

(j) Ensure that any enclosure used for 

the purpose of keeping an animal is 

thoroughly cleaned each week and 

effectively treated with an insecticide at 

least twice a year.

(k) Comply with reasonable directions 

given by an authorised person to ensure 

that the keeping of the animal does not 

result in nuisance to occupiers of other 

land or premises.

(l) Upon discovering the existence of a 

dead animal - 

1. Immediately dispose of the remains 

of the dead animal so as not to 

cause a nuisance.

2. Ensure that the remains are not be 

disposed of on or in a public place.   

65 Egerton Street, Emerald   
P: 1300 242 686  E: enquiries@chrc.qld.gov.au

centralhighlands.qld.gov.au
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 Central Highlands 
Regional Council

WHat is effective control?
Under local law, pet owners have an 
obligation to keep their dog under 
effective control at all times.

This means:

1.	 The	dog	is	in	a	secure	enclosure	or	
fenced	yard.

• Check all boundary fences and 
gates to ensure they are capable 
of keeping your dog within the 
property.

• Enclosures should be an adequate 
size and include a sheltered area.

• Enclosures should be built from 
materials that match the strength of 
your dog.

• Fences and enclosures should be 
structured so that your dog can’t 
escape by jumping or digging.

2.	 The	dog	is	on	a	leash	in	public	
places.

• Leashes should be no longer than 
two metres.

• The person holding the leash must 

be physically able to control the 

dog.

3.	 The	dog	is	tethered	to	a	fixed	

structure	or	object.

What about when a dog is in 
transit?
Under the Animal Care and Protection 

Act 2001, you are obliged to ensure your 

dog’s safety and wellbeing at all times, 

including while in transit. Failure to do so 

can attract a fine of up to $30,000 or a  

year in prison.

It is also illegal to travel with an 

unsecured load on the back of your 

vehicle under the Transport Operations 

(Road Use Management — Road Rules) 

Regulation 1999. The fine for non-

compliance can be up to $2,000.

While	social	media	is	a	useful	

tool,	posts	about	lost	or	

wandering	dogs	on	community	

Facebook	pages	often	get	

missed.	All	wandering	or	lost	

animals	should	be	reported	

directly	to	council	so	the	rangers	

team	can	respond	quickly	and	

have	all	of	the	information	they	

need.

	� Head	to	council’s	website	to	

fill	out	the	form	or

	� Call	1300	242	686	(available	

after	hours	for	emergencies	

only)

Report a wandering 
dog

Fact Sheet
Keeping your dog under 
effective control

Agenda - Communities Standing Committee Meeting - 10 October 2017 

Central Highlands Regional Council 27 of 41



Dog is... Action

Registered (first offence) Owner contacted, warning issued and dog returned

Registered (second or more offence) Owner contacted, fines issued and dog returned

Unregistered with up-to-date 
microchip

Owner contacted, warning issued and dog is returned after it is registered

Unregistered with no microchip

Dog is held for 3 days. If the owner comes forward, dog is returned after it is registered 
and microchipped. Fines issued.

If owner can’t be located it becomes property of council and is put up for adoption, if of a 
suitable disposition.

Registered and microchipped but 
owner is uncontactable

As above, but held for 5 days before becoming council property.

 Central Highlands 
Regional Council

65 Egerton Street, Emerald 
P: 1300 242 686 E: enquiries@chrc.qld.gov.au

centralhighlands.qld.gov.au

What happens if my dog is caught not under effective control?
Wandering dogs have become a serious issue within our region.

As a consequence, a zero-tolerance stance has been adopted by council. 

If you are caught with a dog that is not under effective control, you can expect to receive an on-the-spot fine.

If your dog is picked up by council’s rangers, it will be checked for registration and/or microchipping to determine the appropriate 

course of action based on the following criteria.

Fine amounts vary depending on the seriousness of the offence, but in extreme cases the penalty can be up to $5,700.

Council may also choose to pursue the matter in court.

Offences relating to wandering dogs that can attract a minimum $227 penalty include:

• Not under effective control

• Failure to provide a proper enclosure

• Wandering at large

• Unregistered

Council also charges a release fee for impounded animals of $40 per day or part there of.

Is there anywhere I can take my dog off-leash?
Yes! There are free off-leash areas located at the Hunter Street Sports Complex in Blackwater and at Rifle Range Road in Emerald.

Off-leash areas provide a safe, suitable space for people to socialise and exercise their dogs. Regular exercise also leads to a 

decrease in behavioural problems such as barking, digging and pulling on leads. 

However, off-leash areas are only suitable for well-trained, obedient dogs and rules apply.

• Pick up after your pet

• Give them your full attention

• Ask for permission before approaching another dog

• Keep puppies at home

Agenda - Communities Standing Committee Meeting - 10 October 2017 

Central Highlands Regional Council 28 of 41



 Central Highlands 
Regional Council

Pet Ownership
In the central highlands

 Central Highlands 
Regional Council

65 Egerton Street, Emerald 
 T. 1300 242 686  E. enquiries@chrc.qld.gov.au

centralhighlands.qld.gov.au

Considering a pet?
Animals bring joy and pleasure to their owners, but 
there are many responsibilities that come with having 
a pet.

Cats and dogs live for an average of 10-15 years, so it is 
a big financial, physical and emotional commitment.

Some things to consider:

 � Pets need daily exercise and mental stimulation.

 � Ensure you have adequate space and fencing.

 � for the animal and you’re landlord allows pets.

 � Permits are required for keeping more than two dogs 
or cats in an urban area.

 � Will your new pet get along with your existing pet/s?

 � The average cost for a dog in it’s first year of life is 
$1967 and $1540 for a cat - can you afford it?

 � Have you considered fostering an animal through a 
rescue organisation or adopting a pet? 

Tips to keep your pet healthy
The following tips will help you maintain a healthy 
human-animal relationship, and will ensure your pet 
lives a happy and vigorous life. 

 � Consider desexing your animal. 

 � Register and microchip your dog.

 � Microchip your cat.

 � Ensure your pet has regular vet visits. 

 � Always walk your dog on a lead.

 � Keep your animal in your yard.

 � Don’t allow your pet to upset your neighbours.

 � Make sure your pet doesn’t cause fear to people or 
other animals.
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Registration
Dog registration in the Central Highlands and throughout 
Queensland is mandatory from 12 weeks of age, and/or 
within 14 days of ownership.

If an unregistered dog ends up in the pound, the owner can 
face a fine.

Dog owners can avoid penalty simply by registering their 
dog through the Central Highlands Regional Council. This 
can be done at any time of the year, with renewals due at the 
start of each financial year.

Cats are not required to be registered.

Working dogs
Under the Animal Management (Cat and Dog) Act 2008 
a working dog is defined as a dog usually kept on rural 
land by an owner who is a primary producer or a person 
engaged or employed by a primary producer, and kept 
for the primary purpose of droving, protecting or working 
stock.

Working dogs are not required to be registered or 
microchipped, however it is highly recommended that they 
are microchipped in case they are ever lost or found.

Hunting Dogs
Hunting dogs are not included in the definition of a 
‘working dog’ and are required to be registered and 
microchipped, the same as a domestic dog.

Great care should be taken to ensure that hunting dogs 
are kept in a highly secure enclosure to avoid escape and 
potential attacks. Ensure gates are self-latching or are 
locked to avoid accidental escapes.

Barking dogs
All dogs bark on occassions for various reasons, whether 
it’s because they are glad to see their owner or to alert 
of intruders. However, dogs that bark excessively may 
become a nuisance to neighbouring properties.

If your dog is barking excessively it is important to try and 
correct the behaviour by targeting the cause. Visit the 
council website for tips on how to address this issue and 
barking dog complaint kits.

Please note, guide dogs and hearing dogs are also required 
to be registered, however their owners will not be charged.

Other animals such as goats, chickens, sheep and horses 
may require a permit to be kept within the urban area. Please 
check with council and ask about your individual situation.

Microchipping
 Microchips provide a permanent form of identification for 
the life of your pet.

Even if the collar and tag fall off, they are still identifiable 
should they become lost.

It is simple and easy to perform by your vet, with one quick 
injection beneath the skin.

Microchipping is compulsory if your pet was under 12 weeks 
of age when microchipping laws were introduced (1 July 
2009). This is enforceable under the Animal Management 
(Cat and Dog) Act 2008.

Cats and dogs must also be microchipped if they are being 
sold, given away or declared as a regulated dog, regardless 
of their age. Failure to do so may result in a fine.

Dogs must be microchipped before being registered with 
council.

Desexing & Breeding
Council fully supports and endorses the desexing of cats 
and dogs as it has the following benefits.

 � Prevents unwanted kittens and puppies.

 � Pets are less likely to wander & attract unwanted 
attention if they do not experience being ‘on heat’.

 � Improved health for your pet.

All puppies born after 26 May 2017 also require a breeder 
supply number to be rehomed, given away or sold. For 
more information please visit daf.qld.gov.au

Lost Pets
All wandering or lost animals 
should be reported directly to 
council so the rangers team can 
respond quickly and have all of the 
information they need.

To report a lost or wandering 
animal fill in the form at 
centralhighlands.gov.au or call 
1300 242 686.

Registration fees 2017/18
STANDARD

 � Enitre Animal    $100

 � De-sexed    $30

PENSIONER (aged, widow & invalid only)

 � Entire Animal    $45

 � De-sexed    $20

REGULATED DOGS

 � Declared dangerous dog  $300

 � Restricted or dangerous dog  $615
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Fact Sheet
Overgrown & Unsightly 
Allotments

 Central Highlands 
Regional Council

If you know of an overgrown 

or unsightly allotment in your 

community, please contact the 

Central Highlands Regional 

Council on 1300 242 686 and 

lodge a complaint. 

You will be required to provide a 

description and location of the 

land and your details so that a 

council ranger can investigate 

further.

REPORTINGThe Central Highlands Regional Council 
governs the management of overgrown 
and unsightly allotments under 
council’s Local Laws, Subordinate Local 
Laws, and the Local Government Act 
2009.

An overgrown property is not only 
unsightly but can be a serious health 
and safety concern for neighboring 
residents. All residents and property 
owners have a responsibility to maintain 
their property to a standard, ensuring 
the visual amenity of the property does 
not become seriously affected and it is 
not likely to harbour vermin.

Urban Areas
The urban areas are defined in council’s 
Subordinate Local Law No.2 (Animal 
Management) 2012. Regardless of the 
classification on your rates notice, if 
you are within the urban area you are 
required to comply with the local laws 
relevant to this.

Standard – What is ‘Overgrown or 
Unsightly’?
For an allotment to be deemed 
overgrown or unsightly, an authorised 
person must form the opinion that an 
allotment is overgrown with vegetation 
to such an extent that it has seriously 
affected the visual amenity of the 
allotment, or it is likely to harbour 
reptiles.

For the authorised person to form an 
opinion that the allotment has reached 
this extent – the vegetation cover and 
density will be considered. Also the 
condition of surrounding land will be 
taken into account.

Vegetation includes a tree, bush, shrub, 
plant or grass, but does not include 
vegetation that is protected under a 
law of the State or Commonwealth or 
under the Local Government’s planning 
scheme. 

What happens after I make a 
complaint?
Upon receipt of a complaint of an 
overgrown or unsightly allotment council 
rangers will investigate further. This 
will include conducting a site visit to 
determine if the allotment has reached 
the above-mentioned standard. If the 
allotment is overgrown or unsightly to 
that extent the authorised person may 
serve an Information and Compliance 
Notice on the owner or occupier of the 
allotment.

Information and Compliance 
Notice
An Information and Compliance Notice 
is a written notice from council that 
advises you of what the problem is, 
what is required to comply, and the 
consequences of not complying. The 
land owner or occupier will then have 21 
days to comply with the notices.

Failure to comply
Should the land owner or occupier fail to 

comply with the notice, Council will issue 

a Reasonable Entry Notice and enter the 

land on the date specified in the notice 

and carry out the works requested 

in the Information and Compliance 

Notice. Council will also issue a Penalty 

Infringement Notice for failure to comply 

with the Compliance Notice. 
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Fact Sheet
Regulated Dogs

 Central Highlands 
Regional Council

A regulated dog is a dog declared 
menacing, dangerous or restricted 
under the Animal Management (Cats and 
Dogs) Act 2008 (‘the Act’).

Menacing Dog 

A declared menacing dog is a dog 
declared under section 94 of the Act 
to be a menacing dog or a dog that is 
subject of a declaration, however called, 
if the declaration was made under a 
corresponding law, and is the same as or 
similar to a menacing dog declaration. 

A dog may be declared menacing if 
it has attacked, or acted in a way that 
caused fear to, a person or another 
animal; or may, in the opinion of an 
authorised person having regard to the 
way the dog has behaved towards a 
person or another animal, attack or act 
in a way that causes fear to, the person 
or animal. 

Dangerous Dog 

A declared dangerous dog is a dog 
declared under section 94 of the Act 
to be a menacing dog or a dog that is 
subject of a declaration, however called, 
if the declaration was made under a 
corresponding law, and is the same as or 
similar to a menacing dog declaration. 

Regulated dogs
A dog may be declared menacing if 
it has seriously attacked, or acted in a 
way that caused fear to, a person or 
another animal; or may, in the opinion of 
an authorised person having regard to 
the way the dog has behaved towards 
a person or another animal, seriously 
attack or act in a way that causes fear to, 
the person or animal. 

Restricted Dog

A restricted dog is a dog of a breed 
prohibited from importation into Australia 
under the Customs Act 1901 (Cwlth). Also, 
a dog is a restricted dog if it is subject to 
a restricted dog declaration. The breed 
of dog does not include a crossbreed of 
a breed. 

The following breeds are prohibited 
from import – 

• Fila Brasileiro

• Japanese Tosa

• American Pit Bull Terrier or Pit Bull 
Terrier

• Perro De Presa Cranario

• Canario

Owning a regulated dog requires 

compliance with strict conditions 

specified in the Act. These may 

include – 

• microchipping 

• desexeing

• registration

• prescribed enclosures

• prescribed warning signs

• dog required to be muzzled 

in a public place

Failure to comply with your 

obligations as a regulated dog 

owner can lead to infringements 

being issued or a prosecution 

commenced. 

What does regulation 
mean for the owner?

65 Egerton Street, Emerald 
P: 1300 242 686 E: enquiries@chrc.qld.gov.au

centralhighlands.qld.gov.au
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Fact Sheet
Prohibited Pets

 Central Highlands 
Regional Council

You are not allowed to keep prohibited 
animals as a pet in Queensland, under 
the Biosecurity Act 2014. Penalties 
apply for keeping a prohibited pet in 
Queensland. 

These include:

• American corn snakes

• anoles - all types

• boa constrictors

• ball pythons

• chameleons

• dingoes

• feral pigs

• ferrets

• fire-bellied newts

• fire-bellied toads

• foxes

PRohibited pets
• gerbils

• gecko species exotic to Australia 
including leopard, tokay and 
madagascar

• hermann’s tortoise

• hamsters

• iguanas

• monkeys

• poison arrow (dart) frogs - all types

• rabbits

• red-eared slider turtles

• squirrels

• stoats

• weasels

• wild dogs

Contact the Department of 

Environment and Heritage 

Protection on 1300 130 372 for 

advice about keeping native 

birds, mammals, reptiles, 

amphibians, and water buffalo. If 

you are moving to Queensland 

and own a prohibited pet, 

you can surrender it to the 

Queensland Government, have it 

euthanased or give it to a friend. 

For example; rabbits are legal 

pets in NSW so you may wish to 

leave it with a friend before you 

move. Visit qld.gov.au for more 

information.

Further advice

65 Egerton Street, Emerald 
P: 1300 242 686 E: enquiries@chrc.qld.gov.au

centralhighlands.qld.gov.au
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Fact Sheet
Stock Routes

 Central Highlands 
Regional Council

What Are Stock ROutes?
The Queensland stock route network is 
mainly used for moving stock, pasture 
for emergency agistment and long-term 
grazing.

To use the stock route network, you 
need permits for:

• travelling stock on foot

• grazing (agistment) of stock

• using water facilities

Stock routes include 72,000 km of 
roads, reserves, and corridors on 
pastoral leases and unallocated state 
land. Together with dedicated reserves 
for travelling stock, they make up the 2.6 
million hectare Queensland stock route 
network.

What is council responsible for?
Central Highlands Regional Council is 
responsible for the stock route network 
within the Central Highlands region. This 
management is conducted as per the 
Stock Route Management Act 2002 and 
the Biosecurity Act 2014. 

Stock routes may include a route that is 
declared under the above legislation, or 
a council controlled road that is utilised 
for the same purpose. 

HOW TO APPLY FOR A PERMIT
To obtain a permit for travelling, 
grazing or use of the water facilities, 
you are required to complete the 
relevant application form and lodge the 
application with council. 

Application forms, guides to the stock 
route and maps can be found at – 
www.qld.gov.au/environment/land/
stock-routes 

Fees and charges will apply for use 
of the stock route as required by the 
state government. Upon receipt of your 
application council rangers will advise 
you of the relevant fees and any further 
information required. Please note you are 
required to hold public liability insurance 
with coverage fit for purpose prior to a 
permit being approved. 

Council may require additional 
conditions on your permit, which may 

include but is not limited to: number of 
stock hands attending cattle, fencing 
criteria for night time and signage 
requirements. 

Please note you are required to lodge 
your application with council a minimum 
of 7 days prior to wanting to commence 
use of the stock routes. Exceptions may 
be made in exceptional circumstances.  

65 Egerton Street, Emerald   
P: 1300 242 686  E: enquiries@chrc.qld.gov.au

centralhighlands.qld.gov.au
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11 DEPARTMENTAL UPDATES

11.1 Departmental Updates
DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE REPORT

Author / Authorising Officer: Daniel Fletcher, General Manager Communities 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

The following information provides an update on key activities for the Communities Department.

 Communities

Key Activities Summary

1. Nogoa November 
2. Track 
3. Disability Action Week 
4. Van Gogh Big Easel update 
5. Reconciliation Week 
6. Emerald Art Gallery - Gems of Youth Art Award 
7. Regional Arts Development Fund (RADF) Round 1 FY 2017/18 update 
8. Bauhinia Bicentennial Art Gallery update 
9. Emerald Botanical Gardens Works for Queensland and Emerald CRG Project 
10. Springsure Tennis  
11. General Comment – Works for Queensland Projects 
12. Tieri   
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 Communities

1. Nogoa November 

Plans are underway for Nogoa November with collaboration between Communities and Infrastructure and 
Utilities. More detail regarding the project will be circulated once finalised 

2. Track 

Council funded a new online tool as part of a broader project to implement a suite of more useful 
applications for the planning department. The ‘Track’ tool has been successfully applied at a number of 
other councils and will result in a reduction of administrative overhead, better utilisation of human resources 
and improved ease of information for applicants. Track will be launched in early October. 

3. Disability Action Week 

In celebrating Disability Action Week, the Community Development Unit partnered with Yumba Bimbi and 
Department of Communities, Child Safety and Disability Services to holding a morning get together themed 
“Good Vibes in the Gardens “. The event was held Friday 15 September 2017 in the idyllic Emerald Botanic 
Gardens.  

Perfect spring weather attracted over 50 participants including disability support workers, volunteers, 
people with a disability and young mums with babies. Many inclusive activities were set out on large 
colourful mats, welcoming attendees to engage in interactive sensory games.  

Attendees noted it can be a lot of fun trying to find small gold bells in a large bucket of coloured rice or find 
the treasure in the tub full of small jelly balls, where it feels wet and gooey when your hands go in, yet your 
hands come out dry!  Singing and dancing with the wiggles, a jumping castle and lots of food to boot.  

Music was part of the grand stage set up in the Rotunda, with a solo guitarist who invited attendees to sing 
along with him. A local young girl with Downs Syndrome sang a song in honour of her grandmother 
bringing her to tears. Local resident Martin Broad, an accident victim after falling seven floors of a building, 
gave a heart-felt speech about how he acquired his disability. Martin spoke enthusiastically of his aim to 
engage in public speaking to educate people about the consequences of excessive alcohol consumption. 

To further mark the occasion, the hard working staff and volunteers of the Emerald Neighbourhood Centre 
held an evening dinner on Wednesday evening on 13 September 2017.  The dinner was a happy occasion 
bringing together over 40 people including community members, people with a disability, parents, staff and 
volunteers. 

4. Van Gogh Big Easel update 

Cameron Cross, the Canadian artist who painted Van Gogh Big Easel painting in Moreton Park has quoted 
to undertake the renovation of the Sunflower project for $10,300.  This fee includes Cameron's flights to 
and from Queensland, his artist fee and paint. Additional quotes for one month’s accommodation, a crane 
to lower the painting and return it to the easel are being sought. 

5. Reconciliation Week 

National Reconciliation Week (NRW) Workshops will be facilitated in Blackwater and Emerald on 17 
October and 18 October 2017 respectively. The workshops will be open to all and include an introduction to 
the general community on the significance of NRW for Australians.  

The NRW will focus on the 25th Anniversary of the Mabo Native title decision and the role of Eddie Koiki 
Mabo, a Mer (Murray Islander) from the Torres Strait, in a landmark decision of the High Court of Australia, 
which overturned the legal doctrine of terra nullius "land belonging to nobody" which characterised 
Australian law with regard to land and title.  
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Information will also be shared about the 50th Anniversary of the Referendum, which allowed Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples to be counted in the census and for the constitution to be amended so 
they were included.    

6. Emerald Art Gallery - Gems of Youth Art Award 

The Emerald Art Gallery will host the Westpac Gems of Youth Art Award from 9 October to 10 November 
2017.  This competition is seeking submissions from young artists aged from 8 to 18 years of age. For 
more information, please see the website at https://www.eventfinda.com.au/2017/westpac-gems-of-youth-
art-awards/emerald 

7. Regional Arts Development Fund (RADF) Round 1 FY 2017/18 update 

The first round of the new council RADF model, where there are 2 RADF rounds per year, closed on 22 
September 2017. The 4 applications received will be evaluated by the Central Highlands Arts and Cultural 
Advisory Committee (CHACAC) on 13 October 2017, utilising the new application and assessment model.  

Under the new model, the application template has changed from one generic application, to a two 
application template model. The first template is an individual application and the second is for groups and 
organisations.  

The new model's documents were submitted to Arts Queensland for evaluation and approval and have 
been uploaded onto the Council website to support RADF program delivery. 

Minor amendments of the CHACAC Terms of Reference were also discussed and approved by the 
CHACAC to align with the new council RADF model. The revised CHACAC Terms of Reference will be 
presented to the Communities Standing Committee for approval on 14 November 2017. 

8. Bauhinia Bicentennial Art Gallery update 

The Central Highlands Regional Council and Rolleston Painting Group Inc. have entered into a Service 
Level Agreement (SLA) for the Rolleston Painting Group Inc. to coordinate services within the Bauhinia 
Bicentennial Art Gallery in the 2017-18 financial year. 

As a major part of this SLA, the Bauhinia Bicentennial Art Gallery 30 Years celebration will be recognised in 
the form of an Art and Photographic Competition. This competition will include two Council sponsored 
acquisitioned prize categories selected exclusively from the work of local Central Highland artists: one 
$1,000 prize for a local artwork entry and one $1,000 prize for a local photographic entry.  The competition 
will start advertising shortly and the exhibition will commence with an opening night on 1 December 2017 
and will conclude 26 January 2018. 

This is a new partnership model for the Bauhinia Bicentennial Art Gallery that is envisaged to be an 
impetus for new curatorial skills development for the Rolleston Painting Group members and a platform for 
additional artist skills development and training initiatives. 

9. Emerald Botanical Gardens Works for Queensland and Emerald CRG Project 

The main pathway on the eastern side is nearing completion. One section in the rainforest will be 
completed the first week in October. Remaining to be completed are running of a water line for drinking 
fountains and irrigation, minor landscaping works, landscaping around the windmill pond and minor path 
connections. Associated with these works, the Emerald CRG project to reinvigorate the 'Marbles in the 
Park' area has been progressing.  

There has been many positive comments made about the works from both locals and the travelling public. 
The works have been planned to cause minimal inconvenience where possible.    
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10. Springsure Tennis  

After much delay due to the contractors rescheduling of this project, works have finally progressed. The 
new surface has been prepared and is in the final stages of completion. 

11. General Comment – Works for Queensland Projects 

In planning for these projects, it has been noted that there has been some difficulty in securing trades to 
quote in some instances. There would appear to be a general increase in works and confidence which is 
now resulting in delays in some instances. 

12. Tieri   

The mounds of dirt at the old motocross site are currently being removed. The material is being transferred 
to the landfill site to be used as cover material. This will be a benefit to the landfill and should enable 
budget savings for the importing of cover material.    

Attachments
Nil

– END OF REPORT – 
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12 GENERAL BUSINESS
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13 CLOSED SESSION
13.1 Departmental Updates

CLOSED SESSION REPORT

This report is CONFIDENTIAL under Section 275 (1) (h) of the Local Government Regulation 2012 which 
permits the Council meeting to be closed to the public to discuss: 

(h) other business for which a public discussion would be likely to prejudice the interests of the local 
government or someone else, or enable a person to gain a financial advantage. 

14 LATE AGENDA ITEMS

15 CLOSURE OF MEETING
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