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With its prosperous economy, convenient 
location and strong future, there’s no 
better place to invest than the Central 
Highlands.  

The region is proactively working to 
attract and foster investment in a range 
of industries and sectors to meet strong 
market demand and facilitate the 
continued growth of the region.

About the region
The Central Highlands is located in 
Central Queensland, Australia, extending 
over 60 000 square kilometres. It 
encompasses the major townships of 
Arcadia Valley, Bauhinia, Blackwater, 
Bluff, Capella, Comet, Dingo, Duaringa, 
Emerald, Rolleston, Sapphire Gemfields, 
Springsure and Tieri and the Tropic of 
Capricorn runs laterally through the 
region.

The Central Highlands is more than 
you expect. It is a region of continuous 
growth and the centre for a diverse 
range of investment, business, career 
and lifestyle opportunities in Central 
Queensland, Australia.

Covering a large portion of the Bowen 
Basin, this area is the largest coal reserve 
in Australia. Over 100 million tonnes of 
coal are extracted annually which makes 
it Queensland’s most important export 
commodity. The Central Highlands is rich 
in minerals and agriculture, with irrigation 
from water storage on the Nogoa and 
Comet rivers, and the largest sapphire-
producing fields in the Southern 
Hemisphere. 

Sustained by irrigation sourced from 
water storage on the Nogoa and 
Comet rivers, the Central Highlands is 
also characterised by thriving farming 
industries, including beef, cotton, grapes 
and citrus.

Major freight routes are contained in 
the Central Highlands region, including 
the north-south link between Charters 
Towers and northern New South 
Wales, which has been identified as an 
inland alternative between Cairns and 
Melbourne.

Central Highlands is a prosperous and 
vibrant region which has a diverse 
economy based on:

 � A globally competitive coal mining 
industry, with continuing expansions 
and developments

 � Traditionally robust and resilient 
agriculture and horticultural industries, 
including beef, grain, cotton, grapes, 
melons and citrus

 � Dynamic small to medium size 
businesses

 � Professional and government sectors

 � Availability of commercial, industrial 
and residential land

 � A growing tourism market

 � Major health and education services

 � Billion dollar infrastructure and 
construction projects

Welcome
to the Central Highlands
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Queensland Government population 
projections, 2015 edition (medium 
series), were released in April 2016.  
Between 2016 and 2036, the population 
of Central Highlands is projected to 
increase by 7200 people. The average 
annual projected population growth 
between 2016 and 2026 is predicted to 
be 1.1%.

The Central Highlands boasts low 
unemployment of 4.1%, coupled with 
household incomes higher than the state 
average. Around a quarter of residents 
in the Central Highlands earn over 
$1500 per week, compared to 11.8% 
for Queensland.  Living in the Central 
Highlands is a lifestyle choice, with more 
than half of residents categorised as 

POPULATION PROJECTIONS

INDICATOR PERIOD SOURCE (YEAR)

Demographic

Estimated residential population 28,003 2016 ABS (2016)

Projected population 39,364 2036 QGSO (2016) (Medium Series)

Residential population growth (annual average) 1.0% 2016-2036 QGSO (2016) (Medium Series)

Resident and non-resident population growth 1.3% 2016-2021 QGSO (2016) (Medium Series) 

Median age 37 2016 ABS (2016)

Median personal income (weekly) $831 2011 ABS (2012)

Median household income (weekly) $1823 2016 ABS (2016)

Employment

Unemployment rate 4.1% Mar Qtr 2017 Department of Employment (2017)

Labour force 18,500 Sep Qtr 2016 Department of Employment (2016)

Non-residential workforce 3,955 2015 QGSO (2016b)

Industry

Gross regional product $3.69b 2016 REMPLAN (2016)

Passengers Emerald Airport 208 204 2016-17 CHRC (2017)

STATISTICS:

couples with children, compared to 43% 
across Queensland.  Compared to other 
regions, more residents choose to live 
and work in the Central Highlands, rather 
than fly-in fly-out (FIFO).  

TOURISM
The Central Highlands is home to 
some of Queensland’s most unique 
attractions. Carnarvon Gorge is one of 
the most visited national parks in Central 
Queensland, and the soaring cliffs and 
natural beauty make it a major tourist 
attraction for the region. The Sapphire 
Gemfields are the largest of their 
kind in the southern hemisphere. The 
Blackwater International Coal Centre 
houses the Australian Coal Mining 
Museum, while Capella’s Pioneer Village 

and Springsure’s Old Rainworth Fort 
showcase the region’s European and 
Indigenous heritage.

The region’s social scene rivals that 
of larger centres, with horse racing, 
rodeos, agricultural shows, art and craft 
markets and various family fun days all 
regular features on the calendar. Major 
annual events include the Gigs and Digs 
Festival, Gemfest – Festival of Gems 
and the Easter Sunflower Festival. The 
Central Highlands is also blessed with 
top-quality restaurants and cafes, a 
range of pubs and bars, large-scale live 
performance venues and a cinema in 
Emerald.
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Top 5
reasons to invest here

1
We are a dynamic and growing 
region, outpacing Queensland’s 
average population and GRP 
increases.

2
Our economy’s strength lies in its diversity, ensuring 
the region continues to survive and thrive during softer 
periods in the national and global economies.

5
The Central Highlands has a young population 
(median age of 31, compared to 36 in Queensland) 
with a larger percentage of ‘young workforce’ (25-
34) than Queensland (16.7%, compared to 13.6%).

3 We are located in the heart of Queensland, 
with easy access to other major regional 
centres and the state’s capital Brisbane.

4
The Central Highlands Regional 
Council and Central Highlands 
Development Corporation (CHDC) 
proactively encourage, foster and 
support investment.
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Products and services:
 � Two runways connected by taxiways and aprons provide airside services to RPT, charter and general aviation aircraft for 

the region. The larger 06/24 runway has capacity to accommodate up to Fokker 70 and Code 3D (DHC-8 400) aircraft.

 � Other infrastructure that supports airside activities include runway lighting, Pilot Activated Lighting (PAL), Non-Directional 
Beacon (NDB) and a Precision Approach Path Indicator System (PAPI).

 � The terminal building (originally constructed in 1981), upgraded in 2000 and again in 2011 to cater for increased demand. 
It has a total floor area of approximately 1500 m2 and includes six airline check-in counters, checked-bag screening, 
baggage make-up areas, baggage reclaim areas, café, Qantas lounge and car hire service desks.

 � There are 260 short term, 245 long term and 110 rental carparks currently available at the airport. 

About
Emerald Airport

Emerald Airport is located 6 km south 
of the Emerald town centre, the major 
business hub of the Central

Highlands. The airport is owned and 
operated by the Central Highlands 
Regional Council.  

The airport is the only publicly accessible 
high capacity airport in the Central 
Highlands region. A large portion of 
locals, tourists, business people, health 
services and the FIFO workforce rely 
on flights to and from Emerald Airport. 
Further information can be produced 
upon request from council.  

The airport operates seven days a week, 
52 weeks per year and accommodates 
both fixed-wing and rotary aircraft, 
and also provides for fuelling services. 
Helicopter and light aircraft maintenance 
servicing facilities are also available.

A range of projects to improve the 
airport’s infrastructure include carpark 
upgrades and extensions, an airfield 
lighting upgrade project, airport road 
intersection upgrade and a runway 
enrichment program.  Council is currently 
seeking funding for an upgrade to the 
airport’s GA area.   

Emerald Airport currently has the 
capacity to service additional airline 
operations. The airport infrastructure 
does have some limitations imposed 
upon it due to runway, taxiway and 
apron capacity, as well as terminal size 
and baggage carousel and conveyer 
limitations. However, there is currently 
adequate infrastructure in place to 
handle and support additional regular 
public transport (RPT) aircraft traffic.
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Catchment
area and competitors

Emerald Airport is the only public use 
commercial and general aviation airport 
servicing the greater Central Highlands 
region from Rolleston to the south, 
Clermont to the north, Alpha to the west 
and Duaringa to the east.

Limited competitors exist for aeronautical 
services, with the nearest commercial 
services airport being Moranbah (224 
km to the north). Clermont, Dysart and 
Middlemount airports are all within two 
hours’ drive of Emerald but do not have 
commercial flights operating. Larger 
airports are located in the coastal centres 
of Rockhampton (270 km), Gladstone 
(370 km) and Mackay (392 km).

Management
The management of the Emerald Airport 
is governed by the General Manager 
Commercial Services and Manager 
Airport.  Supporting the management 
team is a Supervisor Operations, three 
Airport Reporting Officers, Airport 
Administration and an Airport Cleaner.  
Airport security and passenger screening 
is provided through contractor services.

Commercial activities and facilities:
Numerous lease arrangements are in place for terminal and landside space including:

 � rental cars (110 spaces)

 � food and beverage

 � flying school

 � various hangars

 � aircraft fuel facilities

 � advertising signage

 � office rental

 � short-term parking (260 
spa
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Quick
facts

Location Gregory Highway, Emerald, Qld 4720. 6 km south of Emerald’s town centre.

Security Security screening operations commenced at Emerald Airport from 1 July 2012.

Flight types RPT, charter, freight and general aviation activities. Dash 8 Q 400 and Fokker 70 aircraft.

Curfew 24 hours daily with no curfew applying.

Dimensions

The airport resides at an elevation of 624 ft (190 m) above sea level.

Emerald airport has two runways:

 � RWY 06/24 with an asphalt surface measuring 1900 m × 30 m (6234 ft × 98 ft) (Precision Approach Airfield Lighting 

Controls, Low Intensity Runway Lighting System and PAPI)

 � RWY 15/33 with a gravel surface measuring 926 m × 18 m (3038 ft × 59 ft).

Tare weight (maximum) 41,750 kg

Current Weekly flights 38-39 RPT per week, 153 per month

Cost $100-400 per flight.

Passengers throughput yearly 215,000.

Existing approvals D027/08, 4019/14.

Current airlines QantasLink, Virgin Australia (in partnership with Alliance Airlines) and private charters. Capacity for a third RPT carrier.

Parking
Short and long-term car parking is available.

General aviation parking apron is available in Emerald with lighting and aircraft tie down facilities. Aviation fuel is 

available.

Refuelling Facilities IOR Pty Ltd (Shell Australia)

Ground Handling Star Aviation (Qantas), Aerocare (Virgin Australia/Alliance Airlines)

Emergency Services Royal Flying Doctor Services, RACQ Capricorn Helicopter Rescue Service, Angel Flight

Total Land Area 151.87HA (L1/SP232340, L3/RP856060, L1/616687, L5/RP607372)
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Freight

qantas  60    3 Dash 8

virgin australia  90    1 F70

toll priority*** * N/A    Dornier 228
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*over counter at Alert Courier Depot, 22 
Industrial Drive, Emerald

**as per relevant dangerous goods 
policies

*** Toll Priority is an agent for Alert 
Courier. General freight operations run 
Monday to Friday. Maximum weight 
50 kg with dimensions 100 cm x 100 
cm x 100 cm.  Pre-arranged general 
freight can also be collected from the 
customer’s premises.
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Passenger
numbers

Month
Actual PAX

16/17

Actual PAX

15/16

Actual PAX

14/15

Actual PAX

13/14

Actual PAX

12/13

Actual PAX

11/12

July 17 744 19 431 22 412 24 696 29 939 20 018 

August 18 284 19 014 21 099 23 657 27 992 21 378 

September 17 910 19 016 21 223 23 740 26 012 19 573 

October 18 383 19 203 22 398 24 892 28 193 19 842 

November 18 409 19 122 19 486 21 448 26 443 20 655 

December 16 551 17 342 18 193 21 601 23 513 18 007 

January 15 788 15 624 15 709 20 182 24 853 18 224 

February 15 426 16 003 15 642 19 638 24 662 21 987 

March 18 643 18 344 19 270 22 261 26 487 23 812 

April 16 091 16 530 19 270 21 350 25 028 23 219 

May 17 595 18 101 18 433 20 928 24 054 24 774 

June 17 130 18 377 19 353 20 840 23 464 25 564 

Total 208 284 216 107 232 488 265 233 310 640 257 053 
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Land
use zoning

The site is located within the Community 
Facilities – Air Services Zoning as per 
the Central Highlands Regional Council 
Planning Scheme 2016 and is intended 
to provide for community related 
activities and facilities under public 
or private ownership. This is achieved 
through the following overall outcomes: 

A. Development in the zone caters 
primarily for specified uses, facilities and 
works which include:- 

I. land used, owned or operated by 
federal, state, or local government, 
or government-owned corporations 
for purposes such as air services, 
cemeteries, community uses, 
educational establishments, 
emergency services, public hospitals, 
utility installations, substations and 
transport networks. 

II. uses, facilities and works which 
by virtue of their location, intensity, 
combination of uses, operations or 
site characteristics are best managed 
in a use-specific land use allocation; 
or (iii) private community services 
and facilities including educational 
establishments, places of worship, 
private hospitals and community uses.

B. A limited range of allied and 
compatible uses are provided to 
fulfil ancillary functions required for 
community facilities land to function 
effectively.

C. Community facilities and associated 
uses are located to optimise their 
accessibility, operational efficiency and 
benefit to the public. 

D. Development accommodates the 
specific operational, functional and 
locational needs of the particular use, 
whilst being of scale, appearance and 
intensity that is compatible with existing 
and intended development in the 
surrounding area.

E. Development provides a high level of 
amenity, maintains the safety of people, 
buildings and works, and effectively 
manages the potential for land use 
conflict with existing and intended 
surrounding development. 

F. Existing and planned community 
facilities and associated uses are 
protected from the intrusion of 
incompatible uses that could limit the 
ongoing operation of existing community 
facilities or prejudice appropriate new 
activities.

G. Development is located, designed 
and operated to be responsive to local 
climatic conditions and minimises the 
use of water and energy. 

H. Development mitigates any 
adverse impacts on matters of state 
environmental significance, including 
creeks, gullies, waterways, wetlands, 
habitats and vegetation through 
location, design, operation and 
management.

I. Development provides for pedestrian, 
bicycle and vehicular movement 
networks that maximise connectivity, 
permeability and ease of movement 
within and to publicly accessible 
services and facilities. 

J. Development is provided with a level 
of infrastructure and essential services 
that is commensurate with the location, 
nature, scale and intensity of the use. 

K. Development is located and 
designed to maximise the efficient 
extension and safe operation of 
infrastructure. 

L. Development does not adversely 
impact on the continued operation, 
viability and maintenance of existing 
infrastructure or compromise 
the future provision of planned 
infrastructure.
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State Planning
policy

The Emerald Airport is identified as 
being a strategic airport and aviation 
facility in the State Planning Policy. 
This policy recognises the role that this 
airport plays in facilitating economic 
growth in Queensland. All sectors of the 
Queensland economy including tourism, 
trade, logistics business and extractive 
industries rely on the safe and efficient 
movement of people and freight through 
strategic airports. 

Future development
potential
The future development potential of 
Emerald Airport is largely dependent 
on the ability of the primary runway to 
cater for a variety of aircraft. At present, 
the primary runway has the ability to 
generally cater up to an F70, which is 
typically used for passenger transport.

Significant works, likely to include the 
development of an entirely new runway 
located parallel to current primary 
runway/new airport altogether, would be 
required to frequently accommodate 737 

The Central Highlands Strategic 
Framework and Planning Scheme 
advance the opportunities for the 
Emerald Airport in line with the 
aspirations of the State Planning Policy. 
This includes identifying and preserving 
expansion opportunities both airside and 
landside.

or larger aircraft, which would enable the 
Emerald Airport to diversify from largely 
passenger plane to passenger plane and 
air freight. 

In 2017/2018 a feasibility study 
investigating the cost-benefit of 
constructing a new primary runway 
conducive to accommodating larger 
aircraft generally used for freight, among 
other considerations, will be undertaken. 
Depending on the results of the feasibility 
study, it is proposed that the Emerald 
Airport Master Plan will be reviewed 
with a new scope to investigate options 
to compliment the robust and resilient 
agriculture and horticultural industries.
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Land
use opportunities

Operational space Supporting land use opportunities

Passenger services

 � rental car facilities (office, depot)

 � commercial office space

 � carwash (large enough for motorhomes and the like)

 � depots

 � fuel station

 � other retail space

Air freight

 � storage/warehouse (containerisation facility relating to air freight only e.g. cold room storage)

 � freight holding/transfer facilities 

 � transport depots

 � agribusiness

 � customs facilities (agriculture, horticulture)

 � quarantine facility (equestrian) 

 � fuel station/truck stop

Land and business 
opportunities

 � light manufacturing

 � mining sector business services 

 � remote operations centres

 � equipment supply and hiring services

 � business incubation centre

 � automotive part and equipment sales and repairs

 � accommodation, meeting and conference facilities
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Route
development

Central Highlands Regional Council 
is currently collaborating with other 
councils in the region to establish a 
business case to develop east/west 
flight options.

Discussions have been held with 
Wellcamp Airport in relation to 
potentially adding a new tri-service 
between Toowoomba, Emerald and 
Townsville.
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 Central Highlands 
Regional Council

65 Egerton Street, Emerald, QLD  T. 1300 242 686
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