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introduction
The Central Highlands region generates in excess of $5.575 billion 

in exports for the Australian economy comprising of more than 

$4.6 billion in mining activity and record-breaking yields and values 

for nearly all agricultural commodities.

The region is only just starting to mature and is yet to reach its 

potential. This generation of tremendous economic value has been 

made possible because of the foresight of previous governments 

that understood the wealth generation provided by investment in 

strategic infrastructure.

In 1968, the 1.3 million megalitre Fairbairn Dam was built with a 

$30 million grant by the Australian Government. This enabled all 

urban, industrial, resource and agribusiness development that 

followed. The asset is now valued by SunWater at $545 million. The 

initial investment has been repaid over and over again; conservatively 

the value of annual mandarin exports alone from the region is 

more than the initial capital outlay. Annual resource royalties to the 

Queensland Government are 10 times the same amount.

Our geographic location provides the critical point of connectivity 

that links east-west, north-south supply chains in Queensland for 

resources, agribusiness and tourism movement. 

The Central Highlands can build on its comparative advantages 

and become the premier trade gateway to northern Australia and a 

strategic industry location for the central and western Queensland 

region to access the Asia Pacific though the Mackay, Gladstone and 

Brisbane Port facilities.

Central Highlands Regional Council, together with industry and the 

community stakeholders, has identified some strategic projects in 

the region that address economic drivers and social amenity that will 

deliver for this regional Australian community.
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The Central Highlands is 
proactively working to attract 
and foster investment in a range 
of industries and sectors to meet 
strong market demand and 
facilitate the continued growth 
of the region and northern 
Australia.

The local government area 
extends to just under 60,000 
square kilometres and includes 
13 communities with a total 
population of just under 29,000.

The Central Highlands is the 
hub for the major road and rail 
routes north-south and east-
west. Serviced by the central 
Queensland rail line linking 
Emerald to Longreach, Mackay 
and Rockhampton.

Emerald Airport is a public use 
commercial airport providing 
around 50 Brisbane to Emerald 
direct return passenger services 
per week moving more than 
200,000 people every year.

A key comparative advantage of 
the region is its secure, reliable 
good quality water supply 
provided by Queensland’s 
second largest water storage, 

the Fairbairn Dam, the Nogoa-
Mackenzie Water Supply Scheme 
and the Nogoa, Comet and 
Mackenzie Rivers.

For agribusiness, the region’s 
climate enables both spring and 
summer crops to be grown so 
that businesses can supply early 
season fresh produce to southern 
consumers and supply the high-

value counter-seasonal Asian 
and Northern Hemisphere 

export markets.

We like to say that the 
Central Highlands is 
powering Australia. It’s 
rich in minerals and 
right in the middle of the 

largest coal reserve in the 
country – the Bowen Basin.

More than 100 million tonnes 
of coal are extracted annually, 
making it Queensland’s largest 
export commodity by value.

We also have the largest 
sapphire producing fields in the 
Southern Hemisphere.

Tourists are discovering the 
spectacular sandstone wilderness 
areas in the region with thousands 
of people visiting the Carnarvon 
National Park and the Blackdown 
Tablelands National Park each 
year. In fact, the region has 25 
national parks and 100 state 
forests offering outdoor and eco-
adventure in abundance.

The population of the Central 
Highlands is young, at an average 
age of 33 years. Nearly 29,000 
people call the region home 
because it offers a relaxed 
regional lifestyle and there is work 
to be found as the unemployment 
rate is just 3.8%. The climate is 
favourable for outdoor activities, 
the crime rate is low and there 
is good quality, affordable 
housing, education, childcare and 

medical facilities.

AGRICULTURERESOURCES

TOURISM CONSTRUCTION

export drivers Tourism

Agri business
TOWNS  
(BY POPULATION)

EMERALD 13,532
BLACKWATER 4,749
TIERI 1,129
SPRINGSURE 1,103
CAPELLA 1,010

59% of all jobs in the region  
are in these sectors

11 operating coal mines

11% of Queensland’s total  
agricultural production

102,462
head of cattle 
through Emerald 
Saleyards (2017–18)

About the Central Highlands

Population Services

Workforce

Population

28,684
$15,800,000

Invested in community 
infrastructure recently

$41,100,000
Planned or in-progress 

investment

Average Age

33
Life Expectancy

71

19,315
80%

16,710
3.8%

$540M

$230M

206,748

749,313

50+

4.5M

1.3ML

In the  
labour force

of workers live 
within the region

Jobs within 
 the region

Unemployment rate

Value of beef 
production

Value of  

tourism output

Passenger 

movements 

(2017-18) 

Emerald Airport

Hectares of world-

class national parks

Largest sapphire gemfields in the 

Southern Hemisphere.

Lake Maraboon 

boating and fishing.

flights to Brisbane 

weekly.

Hectares of  
grazing land

Commodities: Cattle, sorghum, wheat, 
chickpeas, mungbeans, cotton, table 
grapes, citrus. 

Fairbairn Dam 
Capacity

Emerging industries: lychees, 
macadamias, melons, peanuts, potatoes.
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Aged-care facility –  
Ivy Anderson Village, Springsure
A new option in living well as we age 

is crucial to meet the needs of the 

Springsure/Rolleston community’s 

ageing population.

As the National Aged Care Alliance’s 

vision states: ‘Every older Australian 

is able to live well, with dignity 

and independence, as part of their 

community and in a place of their 

choosing, with a choice of appropriate 

and affordable support and care services 

when they need them.’

There is no aged-care facility in 

Springsure. For people that want to stay in 

their community, the Ivy Anderson Village 

will fill a gap between independent living 

accommodation and the hospital’s long-

term aged-care service.

This facility is for the older people in 

the Springsure/Rolleston area that are 

still active but want to feel safe in their 

surroundings. They seek an option where 

they can call for assistance if necessary 

and have someone check on them with 

their day-to-day living, but do not yet 

need full residential / nursing home care.  

The Ivy Anderson Village will include 

nine, one-bedroom residential units 

including caretaker’s residence, co-

located in three new buildings and 

adjoining the amenity block. 

Shared facilities on site will also include 

and amenity block and communal 

area, outdoor areas, carparking and 

landscaping.

Central Highlands Regional Council 

has secured land, opposite Springsure 

Hospital (high care) and adjoining Kokoda 

Village (low care) to develop an ‘assisted 

living’ facility for elderly locals.  

The Ivy Anderson Committee, a local 

not-for-profit organisation, has actively 

raised $320,000 to support the 

development of this project over the 

past five years. With council’s support, 

designs have been prepared and the 

development application submitted and 

approved in preparation for construction.  

The committee is currently investigating 

options for the operations and 

management of the village.

The estimated project construction cost 

is approximately $5 million.

Outcome Sought
Council seeks $5 million to 
complete fundraising of $320,000 
and land donation by the local 
community of Springsure to build 
nine assisted-care living units 
and a community centre. Council 
has supported the Ivy Anderson 
aged persons home by developing 
concept plans.

community benefit
The Ivy Anderson Village will: 

 � Provide a community-based 
option for an older person to 
transition from their own home 
to a traditional aged care facility. 

 � Support an older person to 
live independently as long 
as possible.

 � Provide an economical option 
for residents to enter and live in 
a caring environment. 

 � Recognise the importance of 
community and communal 
support networks.

 � Facilitate inclusivity and reduce 
isolation for an older person.

 � Provide privacy options with 
communal living benefits.

 � Be the daily point of contact for 
residents and in an emergency, 
reducing stress on family.  

Contact 
General Manager Communities
Daniel Fletcher
dfletcher@chrc.qld.gov.au

Cr Gail Nixon
gnixon@chrc.qld.gov.au
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Blackwater health centre replacement
The Blackwater multi-purpose health 
centre is 70 kilometres from Emerald 
Hospital, 200 kilometres from the 
Rockhampton Hospital and 860 
kilometres from the Royal Brisbane and 
Women’s Hospital.

The centre provides 24-hour accident 
and emergency services; acute inpatient 
medical services, palliative care, 
emergency radiography services; and 
long-stay and respite residential care. 

It also offers 11 outreach and visiting 
services.

The most recent improvements were a 
new ambulance bay in 2015 and in 2014, 
the interior and exterior were repainted.

This mining industry-dominated 
community has difficulty in attracting and 
retaining a permanent workforce.

The replacement of the building 
continues to be promised (and deferred) 
by successive state governments.

Queensland Health has available land 
to the north of the building beside the 
helipad that would suit this purpose and 
the Blackwater community would like 
to replicate the style of building that is 
successfully in use in Springsure.  

The Blackwater community requires 
the replacement of the Blackwater 
multi-purpose health service building to 
improve access to and delivery of acute, 
aged, community and primary health 
care programs, including much needed 
respite and nursing home beds. 

Outcome Sought
Queensland Health has land 
available suitable for the new 
Blackwater multi-purpose health 
service building. Council seeks 
commitments of an estimated $6.5 
million to complete its replacement 
with a modular solution. 

community benefit
As per the goals of the Australian 
Government’s National Strategic 
Framework for Rural and Remote 
Health, the replacement of the 
Blackwater multi-purpose health 
service building will provide equity 
of access for the Blackwater 
community by ensuring the 
standards of safety and quality 
of the hospital service, aligning 
the service with local needs, 
and attracting appropriately 
qualified staff. 

Contact 
General Manager Communities
Daniel Fletcher
dfletcher@chrc.qld.gov.au

Cr Paul Bell
pbell@chrc.qld.gov.au

Our Challenge: the health 
of Central Queenslanders

 � Central Queensland’s 
population of 227,135 is 
projected to grow more than 
20% by 2030.

 � 17% of adults were daily 
smokers in 2015-16. 38% higher 
than rate for Queensland.

 � 29% of adults were obese in 
2015-16. 20% higher than rate 
for Queensland.

 � 25% of adults were risky 
drinkers in 2015-16. 15% higher 
than rate for Queensland.

 � 68% projected growth in our 
older population (aged over 65) 
by 2026.

 � 59% of women aged 50-69 
participated in the BreastScreen 
program in 2013-14. 2% higher 
than rate for Queensland.

 � Central Queenslanders median 
age of death is 2 years earlier 
than the state average.

 � 12.1 year gap in the health 
adjusted life expectancy 
between Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander residents of the 
CQ Health region and the total 
Queensland population.
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A safer Emerald Hospital precinct
The Emerald Hospital is integral to the 

Central Highlands’ community.

It is a 38-bed hospital that offers 

accident and emergency services, 21 

other specialist services, allied health 

services as well as outreach and seven 

visiting services.

Emerald Hospital has 11 doctors, 

22 nurses and 8 health practitioners.

In the last quarter of the 2017-18 financial 

year, the hospital had 1089 patient 

admissions, 463 same-day admissions, 

626 overnight admissions, 801 

emergency admissions, 3201 outpatient 

services and 88 babies born.

The hospital is serviced by the Hospital 

Access Road, which, as expected, has a 

high traffic volume. The hospital carpark 

for staff and visitors overflows onto the 

local street, which is not wide enough to 

accommodate parking.  

There is no public transport that services 

the hospital.

The street is also used by local residents 

as a ‘rat-run’ access to adjacent Egan 

Street to avoid nearby traffic lights 

creating a danger to pedestrians.

The project includes installation of 

traffic calming devices, sealing the road 

shoulder to create 60 car park spaces; 

increased lighting for public safety; 

footpath access from Egan Street to 

the hospital entrance; and emergency 

services access considerations.

Outcome Sought
Funding of $900,000 is required  
to complete the project.

community benefit
The visitors to and staff at the 
Emerald Hospital will benefit from 
more carparking. The carparking 
will be safer, as will the well-lit walk 
to the hospital at night. 

Pedestrians in the vicinity of the 
hospital will have safe access to 
the building and through traffic 
will be forced to slow, making the 
precinct safer.

Contact 
General Manager Communities
Daniel Fletcher
dfletcher@chrc.qld.gov.au

Cr Paul Bell
pbell@chrc.qld.gov.au
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Nogoa River Pedestrian bridge
The Nogoa River pedestrian bridge is a 

timber structure that was originally built 

as the Capricorn Highway crossing of 

the Nogoa River by the Department of 

Transport and Main Roads. 

It has been used only as a pedestrian 

bridge since the Vince Lester Bridge was 

constructed in 1985 and is popular for 

recreation as part of the walking circuit 

adjacent to and through the Emerald 

Botanic Gardens. 

The bridge is one of two active transport 

crossings over the Nogoa River that 

has a low level of flood immunity and 

is inundated during moderate flood 

events leaving no safe crossing points for 

pedestrians or cyclists.  

The timber bridge is showing significant 

signs of failure and is potentially unsafe 

for pedestrian use. 

Council would like to construct a low-

level pedestrian crossing that matches 

the river and recreation environment that 

consists of two bridges and a connecting 

footpath downstream.  

The pedestrian bridges will have 

removable handrails to reduce damage 

and afflux in a high-flow river event. 

The proposed location of the pedestrian 

bridges passes some scar trees, 

giving an opportunity to recognise 

the aboriginal heritage of the area 

in the design of the crossing or its 

immediate surrounds.

Outcome Sought
Funding of $960,000 is required to 
complete the project.

community benefit
Replacement of the timber 
pedestrian bridge across the 
Nogoa River will provide a safe 
and reliable river crossing that will 
complement the recreational use 
of the adjacent Emerald Botanic 
Gardens.

The walking trail is popular with 
tourists and the project provides an 
opportunity to promote the area’s 
heritage and cultural history.

Contact 
General Manager Infrastructure 
and Utilities – Gerhard Joubert
gjoubert@chrc.qld.gov.au

Cr Alan McIndoe
amcindoe@chrc.qld.gov.au
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Yamala feeder roads
The Yamala feeder roads project 
includes the design, construction and 
communication costs for the upgrading 
of the nominated road network to a 
standard appropriate for its function as a 
key element of the regional road network 
supporting agriculture, mining and 
residential transport.

The Yamala Enterprise Area refers 
collectively to a parcel of land 22 
kilometres east of Emerald zoned 
‘special industry’ that incorporates the 
existing Louis Dreyfus Cotton Gin, an 
eight-stand cotton ginning operation; the 
proposed inter-modal freight facility, the 
CQ Inland Port (CQIP); and GrainCorp’s 
state-of-art grain facility with associated 
rail siding, which is under construction.

Access to the Yamala Enterprise Area 
is via Bonnie Doon Road. Therefore, for 
agricultural producers travelling to and 
from the south, the main route available 
is to access the facility off the Capricorn 
Highway by travelling through Emerald 
from the Gregory Highway.

This route has major drawbacks due to 
the constrained intersection in Emerald 
of the Capricorn and Gregory Highways 
where the addition of significant numbers 
of heavy traffic is not desirable.

Council engaged SMEC to produce a 
Yamala Feeder Roads Options Study 
that details a series of six route options. 
Extensive analysis and consultation 
with community members, existing site 
stakeholders in particular GrainCorp 
and the CQIP, Department of Transport 
and Main Roads, Central Highlands 
Development Corporation (CHDC), mining 
interests and landowners was undertaken. 

The preferred option endorsed by 
council includes:

 � An upgrade of the road, drainage 
structures including the existing 
Sandhurst Creek crossing, and 
bitumen seal 15 km of the existing 
unsealed Bonnie Doon Road.

 � To widen and overlay 10 km of the 
existing sealed Gem Road.

 � The construction of 6.5 km of new 
road connecting Bonnie Doon Road to 
Gem Road.

The construction cost is estimated at 
$26.124 million. 

Outcome Sought
Council is seeking support through 
the Australian Government’s 
Department of Infrastructure, 
Regional Development and Cities 
Regional Growth Fund for 50% 
of project costs to support the 
development of this project.

community benefit
The Yamala Enterprise Area will 
assist to facilitate the northern 
Australian agribusiness supply 
chain. It represents a whole-
of-region opportunity to grow 
in size, value-add and reduce 
significant supply chain leakage to 
enable the region’s agribusiness 
to deliver premium product in a 
global market.

It creates an excellent opportunity 
for farmers to diversify and grow 
rain-grown cotton in the Gindie/
Orion area, which has previously 
been unattractive due to its 
distance from a cotton gin.

Consultation with 22 producers 
representing 160,000 ha of the 
area confirmed a widespread 
and strong support for this 
piece of road infrastructure 
and a willingness to change 
marketing practice. The project 
is also supported by agricultural 
industry bodies including Cotton 
Australia, Pulse Australia, the 
Australian Oilseed Federation 
and GrainGrowers.

Contact 
General Manager Infrastructure 
and Utilities – Gerhard Joubert
gjoubert@chrc.qld.gov.au

Cr Christine Rolfe
crolfe@chrc.qld.gov.au
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Central Queensland Inland Port
The Central Highlands’ intermodal freight 

hub at the Yamala Enterprise Area is 

a transformative regional initiative for 

Central Highlands, Queensland, and 

northern Australia. 

Known as the CQ Inland Port, it is a 

purpose-built and shovel-ready facility 

located at Yamala, 22 kilometres east of 

Emerald, Queensland.

The Port is designed to handle and, 

where necessary, transfer freight from 

one transport mode to another. It will 

be a multi-functional, multi-user facility 

that contributes to the effective transit 

of goods and materials and will provide 

24/7 operations.

It connects the region’s freight effectively 

to the Gladstone and Mackay Ports 

to power exports. The total project 

investment is more than $100 million 

with significant proposed investment 

from the council (>$33 million), and 

private proponents GrainCorp and 

CQInland Port (>$42 million). 

The Queensland Government has 

committed $4.4 million from its Building 

Our Regions fund to support the 

Yamala Enterprise Area that includes 

the CQIP. This will support stage one, 

which involves a major upgrade to the 

intersection of the Capricorn Highway 

and Bonnie Doon Road, construction of a 

1.5-kilometre rail siding and an upgrade to 

Bonnie Doon Road for access to the site.

Council, CQ Inland Port and GrainCorp 

will contribute the balance to reach the 

$9.4 million to complete the stage. 

The second stage is proposed as a 

46-lot subdivision over the rest of the 

site, including the intermodal multi-user 

rail facility.

Council’s proposal is to investigate 

the whole industry area to inform 

a structure plan and infrastructure 

framework, including transport and water 

infrastructure requirements. 

Outcome Sought
Financial support from the 
Australian and Queensland 
Governments to assist in the 
investment of $38.5 million for the 
local controlled road network.

community benefit
This facility will strengthen the 
region’s position as a service and 
supply centre for mines in the 
Bowen and Galilee Basins, provide 
further incentive for the growth 
of regional agribusiness and 
horticulture, and improve the safety 
and efficiency of regional roads. 

The rail infrastructure alone will 
generate tangible economic 
benefits of more than $1.2 million 
per annum because of better 
access to export markets and 
reduced road traffic, generating an 
estimated $0.6 million per annum 
in road maintenance savings. 

It will also generate significant 
community benefit through the 
creation of employment, with up to 
20 local jobs during construction, 
and improved amenity in Emerald.

Other potential proponents and 
industries have already registered 
their interest in locating to the 
Yamala Special Industry Area 
including: a commercial travel 
centre for general vehicles, trucks, 
buses and heavy machinery; and 
a large-scale solar farm. The 
site is also approved for uses 
such as an abattoir, concrete 
batching, engineering, oilseed 
production, tannery, rendering 
plant, stockfeed manufacture and 
fertiliser manufacture.

Contact 
Chief Executive Officer 
Scott Mason
smason@chrc.qld.gov.au

Mayor Kerry Hayes
khayes@chrc.qld.gov.au

centralhighlands.qld.gov.au 197 for 46 – Seven priority projects for the 46th Parliament of Australia18
Version: 3, Version Date: 16/10/2018
Document Set ID: 1316320



Raising the Vince Lester Bridge
The Capricorn Highway is a highly 

trafficked, major north-south freight route 

that runs through the centre of Emerald. 

The road includes the Vince Lester 

Bridge that crosses the Nogoa River. 

The Vince Lester Bridge is the most 

robust link across the river, but at 14.5 

metres high has been inundated for 

extended periods during major flood 

events twice in the last decade: 2008 

and 2010-2011. 

As the major link across the river at 

Emerald, this severs land transport 

between the eastern and western sides 

of the town and beyond. In particular, 

access to the airport is wavered during 

these major flood events completely 

isolating the population, as is access 

to the hospital and the movements of 

emergency services throughout the 

urban and surrounding area, which 

impacts negatively on critical response 

times and patient outcomes. 

During the 2008 and 2010-2011 Emerald 

floods, the bridge was inundated and 

there was no vehicle access across the 

river. Emergency access across the 

railway line was available during the 

2008 event, however this was cut in the 

2010-11 flood event completely isolating 

the population, and it is no longer an 

option to use this method of evacuation. 

Other issues relating to the design of 

the bridge are sub-optimal prevention 

of afflux and no online active transport 

access, which has contributed to fatal 

pedestrian/car conflict.

The council and the Queensland 

Department of Transport and Main Roads 

has formed a steering committee to 

advocate for the raising of the Vince 

Lester Bridge as a primary evacuation 

route for Emerald. This option means that 

380 previously inundated residential and 

commercial buildings will not experience 

over-floor flooding in a repeat of the 

2010-11 flood event.

Total tangible flood damage costs for 

Emerald were estimated to be $64.2 

million in 2008 and  $251.2 million in 

2010-11.

Outcome Sought
Council seeks assistance to 
duplicate and raise the Vince 
Lester Bridge. Early indications 
provided suggest that this will 
require around $150 million; 
an options analysis is being 
undertaken by the Queensland 
Department of Transport and 
Main Roads.

community benefit
The raising of the Vince Lester 
Bridge will improve public safety by 
providing a safe evacuation route 
and ensuring access to the airport 
and the hospital in the event of 
a flood.

Making the community more 
resilient to flooding improves 
the access to reasonable flood 
insurance cover for residents, 
provides surety for business 
investors, and increases the 
liveability of the town attracting 
more people willing to relocate to 
the Central Highlands.

This project aligns with the federal 
government’s policy objectives of 
freight efficiency and productivity, 
regional development, road safety 
and infrastructure resilience.

Contact 
General Manager Infrastructure 
and Utilities – Gerhard Joubert
gjoubert@chrc.qld.gov.au

Cr Gail Godwin-Smith
ggodwinsmith@chrc.qld.gov.au
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Councillor Contacts

Mayor 
Councillor 
Kerry Hayes
e: mayor@chrc.qld.gov.au 
p: 0438 828 335

Deputy Mayor 
Councillor 
Gail Godwin-Smith
e: ggodwin-smith@chrc.qld.gov.au 
p: 0400 860 850

Councillor 
Paul Bell
e: pbell@chrc.qld.gov.au 
p: 0418 791 596

Councillor 
Megan Daniels
e: mdaniels@chrc.qld.gov.au 
p: 0436 629 053

Councillor 
Charlie Brimblecombe
e: cbrimblecombe@chrc.qld.gov.au 
p: 0417 758 819

Councillor 
Alan McIndoe
e: amcindoe@chrc.qld.gov.au 
p: 0457 944 446

Councillor 
Gail Nixon
e: gnixon@chrc.qld.gov.au 
p: 0419 642 603

Councillor 
Christine Rolfe
e: crolfe@chrc.qld.gov.au 
p: 0438 444 618

Councillor 
Gai Sypher
e: gsypher@chrc.qld.gov.au 
p: 0499 322 121
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65 Egerton Street, Emerald QLD 4720  T. 1300 242 686
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